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The Little Drummer Boy 
 Originally known as "Carol of the Drum" is a popular Christmas 

song written by American composer Katherine Kennicott Davis. The inspiration 

for "The Little Drummer Boy" came to Davis in 1941. "One day, when she was 

trying to take a nap, she was obsessed with this song that came into her head and it 

was supposed to have been inspired by a French song, "Patapan", explained 

Fontijn. "And then 'patapan' translated in her mind to 'pa-rum-pum-pum', and it took on a rhythm." The 

result was "The Little Drummer Boy". The song was originally titled "Carol of the Drum". While specu-

lation has been made that the song is very loosely based on the Czech carol "Hajej, nynej", Claire Fontijn, 

the chair of the music department at Davis's alma mater Wellesley  College claims otherwise.  

 Davis's interest was in producing material for amateur and girls' choirs: Her manuscript is set as 

a chorale, in which the tune is in the soprano melody with alto harmony, tenor and bass parts producing 

the "drum rhythm" and a keyboard accompaniment "for rehearsal only". It is headed "Czech Carol freely 

transcribed by K.K.D.", these initials then crossed out and replaced with "C.R.W. Robinson", a name un-

der which Davis sometimes published. 

 "Carol of the Drum" appealed to the Austrian Trapp Family Singers, who first brought the song to 

wider prominence when they recorded it for Decca Records in 1951 on their first album for the label. 

Their version was credited solely to Davis and published by Belwin-Mills. 
           Source: Wikipedia 
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As the months went by and we saw your          

generosity in action, a small team at the 

Churchwide Organization, spearheaded by  

Pastor Dan Rift, Director for Congregational 

Generosity, worked to find additional matching 

gifts to amplify the impact of your giving. In 

the end, a total of $127,000 of matching gifts 

was available to double our impact if we not 

only met but exceeded our original goal. 

 To celebrate the success of the giving campaign to support ELCA World Hunger, the 
World Hunger Subcommittee hosted a celebration on November 2, 2025, at Faith Lutheran 
Church in Rochelle. During a worship service that included preaching from Bishop Stacie Fidlar 
and worship leadership by members of the subcommittee, other individuals told stories of how 
their congregations responded to the ask. The stories showed how the impact of our local minis-
tries spread beyond our worshipping communities. 
 Pastor Shellie Knight from Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Freeport shared the story 
of a visitor who responded to the announcement in worship about the World Hunger Giving 
Campaign. After the service, Pastor Shellie had a few moments to talk with the visitor and real-
ized the impact that they had on each other. “Our visitor said this to me, ‘I needed to be here. I 
needed to hear what was said today. And I needed to do something. I really needed this.’ It was 
obvious something was pressing hard on her heart, and I was caught up in something amazing 
that God was doing.” As Pastor Shellie reflected on the encounter with the visitor, she realized 
that it is always worth the ask. “Someone who was visiting our church for the very first time, 
who endured the almost impossible to get herself into our sanctuary to worship God, gave so 
graciously to ensure that a stranger could have food on their plate. I stood on holy ground in that 
moment, witnessing the power of God to do something with our willingness to just ask for 
help.” 
 Pastor Jamie Gallagher, who first announced this campaign, was overjoyed by the suc-
cess of the campaign and the impact that your gifts will have both locally and globally: “This is 
truly remarkable. We have set a new standard for what a matching campaign can look like, as 
our synod has far exceeded what any other synod has accomplished. And my joy cannot be fully 
expressed in words. Your generosity, and your leadership in bringing out the generosity of your 
congregations, have made this happen. And so, I thank you.” 
         Source: Northern Illinois Synod E-News 



Agenda Review: Additions to the Agenda: All Stints Sunday, Property Insurance and Received 

  Correspondence were added to the Agenda. 

Secretary's Report: The Secretary's Report was reviewed. Having no additions or corrections, the

  report was approved. 

Treasurer's Report: Treasurer Jay Andrews presented his report. Currently the Budget is 

 $5,565.48 behind. He also reported that the offering taken in on October 5, 2025 was very 

 good. The current accounts are $6,937.92 behind but the checkbook is at $12,410.14. Jay also

  talked to the bank as to stopping payment on a check that has not come back for several 

 months. Payment will be stopped.          

  Electric Bill $237.33   Gas Bill Credit $273.74        

 The Treasurer's Report was approved. 

Pastor's Report: Pastor Thomas Mosbo presented his report. He mentioned the good time had 

 by all at the Lena Fall festival and that he attended the Synod Professional Leaders  

 conference. Pastor Thomas also spent much of his time working on worship service,  

 visitations, sermon preparation, and other duties. The Pastor's Report was approved. 
 
Committee Reports: 

Learning Committee: Sunday School has started. They are looking forward to a fun year. 

Finance Committee: The finance committee reported that the church has received notification 

 from the Synod that they have received the $20,000.00 donation from Good Shepherd for the

  World hunger appeal. They thanked Good Shepherd for their generous contribution. The 

 Council recommended that the Finance committee publish this in the Newsletter to the  

 congregation know of this contribution and where the money came from. 

All Committee Reports were approved as presented. 
 
Old Business: 

Constitution: The Constitution Committee has received a message from Synod with several 

 items that need to be worked on yet. They also are requesting a meeting between the 

 committee and Synod representatives. They have set along several possible dates for this 

 meeting. The committee will be figuring out which date will work for them. 
 
New Business: 

All Saints Sunday: Pastor Thomas Mosbo informed the Council of the Saints that will be honored 

 on All Saints Sunday. 

Property Insurance: The Property Insurance is coming due in November. There was discussion 

 on the best way to pay for the insurance. It was noted that if paid in full on time, that last year 

 there was a substantial deduction in the price. After more discussion  it was moved to transfer 

 $5.000.00 from the Special Funds BMI Interest pay the insurance. Motion was passed and 

 approved. 

Correspondence:  President Kristy Patterson had several letters of correspondence that she read 

 requesting financial support. The Council decided to defer the matter to the  November  

 meeting. 

  Respectfully submitted, 

  Janis Kurth, Church Council Secretary. 

         

  

 
Highlights from Good Shepherd’s October Council Meetings  



 
Annual Reports Are Due                   

December 15, 2025 
      Annual reports are required for each        

committee and organization of the congregation. 
These reports are assembled and made available 
to the congregation members prior to the  Annual 
Meeting. The  reports are the responsibility of 
the chairperson or officers. If  possible, please 
type up the report in Word format and email it 
to;                      

 GoodShepherdLena@outlook.com  
    

Treasurer’s Report 
Jay Andrews 

 
      Incoming October 2025    $  4255.00 
      Expenses October 2025 $16,112.65 
      Net Income (Loss) $(11,857.65) 
 
      Income, Year to Date 2025 $78,581.57 
      Expenses, Year to Date 2025 $91,340.15 
      Net Income (Loss)  $(12,758.58) 
)  

 
     Stephenson County VA Pantry—FOR GOD AND COUNTRY 
 
"The American Legion Auxiliary has been helping our veterans, our communities and our                
children for one-hundred years" 
 “A veteran is someone who, at one point in their life wrote a blank check made payable 
 to “The United States of America,” for an amount up to and including their life.” 
 We don't know them all, but we owe them all. Thank a veteran today. 

 
 Somewhere today a soldier died for me. I pray I am worthy of their sacrifice. - 
          Eleanor Roosevelt 
 
 "The evidence of God's presence far outweighs the proof of His absence."American Legion 
Auxiliary Keeping the Promises In the Spirit of Service Not Self for Veterans, God and Country 
 
 Current needs for the Stephenson County VA Pantry as stock is very low. 
    Men's Body Wash 
   Shampoo & Conditioner 
   Laundry Soap 
   Hand soap 
   Cans of soups  
   Cans of tuna 
   Pop Tarts 
   Also, gift cards will be accepted for gas and/or food. Any pantry items will be
  gladly  accepted.  
 This list is immediate needs; however other items will always be accepted.  
 Donations can be brought to the Lena American Legion Home on Saturdays from 
 10:00am to 11:00am at 316 W. Main Street, Lena. Donations are greatly appreciated. 
        Julia Moore 
        815-369-4684 

mailto:GoodShepherdLena@outlook.com


 
Christmas  

Worship Schedules 
You may join the service in-person 

or via Facebook Live.  
All services will be recorded.  

 
Christmas Eve Worship Service 
Tuesday December 24th, 7:00pm 

*Holy communion will be celebrated in 
this service.  

 
Christmas Day Service 

Sunday, December 25th, 9:30am  
With Christmas Carols.  

*Holy communion will NOT be served 
during this service.  

 
Good Shepherd’s Children’s 

Christmas Program 
 

Children’s Christmas Program will 
be held Sunday December 14th  at 
9:30am during Worship Service.  
 
  Practice will be on Saturday,      

  December 13th  at 9:30am at church. 

Make-A-Smile cards for  
Lena Living Center 

     Each month we will send cards 
to the Lena Living Center. This is 
a new ministry to share love of 
Christ to the residence in the 
nursing home. We are responsi-
ble for 10 cards each month. If 
you would like to help with this              
ministry, just bring cards to 
church by the 10th of each month. 
Please sign and include short             
encouraging words.  Our hope is 
to make them smile!  

Offering Notes 

 Please be sure that any offering contribution you 

would like credit for this year, is received by the 

end of worship on Sunday, December 28, 

2025. Any contribution received after that time 

will be credited in 2026. Thank you for your co-

operation. In an ongoing effort to reduce expens-

es, your offering envelope number for next year 

may change. It is imperative that you write your 

name on your envelope so that you receive prop-

er credit.  
 
 Your generosity and cooperation are very much 

appreciated. If you have any questions or con-

cerns, please contact Sheila at (815)369-

5101. Thank you. 

“May your blessings overflow, and your 
wrapping paper not run out!” 



 
We lift our prayers for 

 Lynn Lyvers, Jerry, Fern Harnish, Denny Bergmann, Rene’, Paul Fahr, Marilyn Fulfs, 
Gary Hudik, Virgil Martin, Caroline Jam, Darlene Aurand, Cyndy Schumacher, Virgil Gordon, 
Jerry Martin, Donna Christen, Richard Frietag, Connor Stadermann, Diane, Randy, Brian, 
Paul Heller, Janet, Ryse Stone, Nicole, John, Chuck, Joyce, Terri, Tina, Julie, Jamie, Crystal, 
Katie, Christian, Anna, Abby, Karla, Jacob and his family, Richard Gordon, Kathy, Charlie, 
Brad, Sue, Emma, Cindy, Lamar Hail, Connie, Rachel Collins, Pam, Caroline, Tina D., Jim  
DeMontigny Jr., Linda Kruger-Kleckler, Norman, Vivian, Tina Cheeney, Brenda, Kara Allen, 
Christine Beyer, Bob Schulz, Kenny Frie, Steve Rothschadl, Gary L. Hartwig Josh, Hannah, 
Ray Phillips, Susan, Allison Biddick, Brad Rackow, Gene Medeke, Demetrio Velazco, Kim 
Choin, Jeannie, Dianne, Nancy, Pat McCluskey, Jim Briggs, Sandi and Tina. Pray for love, 
peace, comfort and hope of resurrections for the family and friends of Tim Clay. 

December Birthdays 
   12-01    Daniel Kurth 

   12-01 Noah Wenzel  

   12-03  Penelope Price 

   12-08 Amy Hesselbacher 

   12-08  Coltin Coonts 

   12-10 Sharon Schlachter 

   12-10 Jarod Timms 

   12-11 Ryan Fye 

   12-14 Chris Fahr 

   12-16 Dan Lawson 

   12-16 Cali Smith 

   12-16 Mary Freitag 

   12-17 Jim Kurth 

   12-17  Anna Patterson 

   12-18 Jean Engel 

   12-20 Cyndy Shumaker 

   12-21 Brian Kurth 

   12-22 Wayne Kurth 

   12-22  Terra Kurth 

   12-23 Abigail Brinker 

   12-24 Paula Schoenhard 

   12-27 Tom Brinker 

   12-30 Lynn Lyvers 

   12-31    Kenlee Price 

If we missed your 
birthday (or some-
one in your fami-
ly) please call the 
office so that we 
may update our 

records! 

Prayer Chain: 
   If you have a request for the Prayer Chain, please call the Church Office to submit your request at 815-369

-5552. We are also looking for anyone who would like to join the prayer chain team. We send prayer through 

the phone chain and e-mail. You pray on your own and pass on to the next person in the prayer chain. God 
hears our prayers.   

 If you are interested or have any questions, please feel free to contact the church office.  



 
Our Purpose Statement:  
 “As a community of women created in the image of God, called to 

discipleship in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit, 

we commit ourselves to grow in faith, affirm our gifts, support 
one another in our callings, engage in ministry and action, and 

promote healing and  wholeness in the church, the society, and 

the world.” 

Thankofferings will be blessed in December at Hannah Circle. We will also be talking about 
plans for 2026. So, bring your suggestions for rejuvenating our Circle. 

Last June churchwide Women of the ELCA held a regional book study. “Where They Last 
Saw Her” by Marcie R. Rendon is fiction but addresses the very real problem of missing and 
murdered Indigenous women. A synod wide book discussion via Zoom is tentatively scheduled 
for Thursday, January 15, 2026 from 6:30-7:30 p.m. Details are being worked out to have Loni 
Whitford Taylor from Our Saviour Lutheran Church on Rocky Boy Indian Reservation in 
Montana join the discussion. Some of you may remember that she was the keynote speaker at 
the NIS Annual Convention held at Prince of Peace, Freeport in 2023. We are encouraged to 
purchase the book from an independent bookstore or from a website that supports them. If you 
need help finding such a website and/or using Zoom, reach out to Sheila. Below is the link for 
more information from Churchwide Women of the ELCA. 

https://www.womenoftheelca.org/ministry-action/justice/mmiw 

All women of the ELCA are members of WELCA and are welcome at Good Shepherd, synod 
and churchwide WELCA activities. 
  

 

Northern Illinois Synod Women of the ELCA 

November 2025 
 
Dear Sisters in Christ, 

This letter comes to you from me personally, as your synod board stewardship advocate, but also 
on behalf of our entire board. I have served on the board a total of 15 years as treasurer, south 
conference representative, and now the appointed stewardship advocate. I feel so honored and 
blessed to serve with the amazing women on our synod board. I have seen changes in the wom-
en’s organization since I first served on the board in 1992. Through it all, I have been proud of the 
Women of the ELCA, and the many ministries that they support. Many churches do not have or-
ganized WELCA units anymore, but I would like to encourage you to remain connected to your 
synod organization and be aware of the ministries and activities of our synod and the Churchwide 
organization. 

I would like to stress individual giving and involvement, even if your church does not have a con-
gregational unit. This past three months our Gather Bible study has been on stewardship, and the 
third session focused on generosity. I know so many generous Christians, and they inspire me to 
do what I can do to further God’s work in our church and women’s organization. 

          Continued on next page.  



 Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
118 E. Mason Street 

Lena, IL 61048 

As part of my/our commitment to Good Shepherd Lutheran Church I/we pledge; 
 
 $__________Per Year     $ __________Monthly 
 
 $ __________Weekly      $ __________Twice a month 
 
 $ __________ Quarterly  $ __________ Other 
     

Name  _________________________________________________________ 
  
Address ________________________________________________________ 
  
City/State/Zip ___________________________________________________ 
  
Email __________________________________________________________ 
 
Signature _______________________________________________________ 

2025 Annual Collection 

Pledge Card 
   This note is a friendly reminder, to please fill out the pledge card below.  
 
   Donations of any size will be highly appreciated.  
 
   Your offerings are important for Good Shepherd to continue our ministry and our 

outreach projects.   
   Thank you   

 Continued from previous page.  
I would like to highlight some of our NIS WELA ministries we support. We send 78% of the 
general offering we receive to the Churchwide organization to ensure that our national organi-
zation keeps going and can support the programs they are involved with. The Churchwide or-
ganization has started an initiative called SALT (Share Abundance Love and Thanks) to help 
with their programs, and a Churchwide board member is matching up to $50,000! Checks can 
be sent to Women of the ELCA, ELCA Gift Processing Center, P.O. Box 1809, Merrifield VA 
22116-8009. NIS WELCA also send donations to Tanzania North Central Diocese Woman’s 
Department, India Arcot Woman’s Desk, Our Savior’s Lutheran Church-Rocky Boy, provide 
grants through Dollars for Daughters, and support LSSI Story Book-Prison Ministry. 
Please consider in response to God’s abundant grace sending a donation to NIS WELCA. Do-
nations can be sent to Kay Johnson, 6043 E Skinner Rd., Stillman Valley, IL 61084. Any mon-
etary amount and certainly your prayers are greatly appreciated. May God bless you as you 
continue in your own work in ministry and have a wonderful Thanksgiving, Advent and  
Christmas season. 
In Christ’s service, Ann Terry, Stewardship Advocate, ann_terry1@aol.com 815-405-3538 


