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Shepherdôs Voice 
 

 [The kingdom of God] is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is a         
 smallest of all of the seeds on earth, yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest 
 of all shrubs, and puts forth large brunches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in the 
 shade. (Mark 4:31-32) 

Dear Godôs beloved,  

Did you hear the disappointing news?  Phil, the groundhog in Pennsylvania saw his shadow; 
therefore, we are having 6 more weeks of winter. Indeed, as I write this article, we experienced 2 
weeks of subzero temperatures. It was freezing cold!!  I heard about cars not starting (or stopped) 
due to the cold temperature. Surely, we are having 6 more weeks of winter this year.  

Maybe because it is so cold, I have had visitors outside my officeðsparrows. One cold day I 
looked outside through the office window, and there I saw sparrows playing inside the bushes. They 
were sitting on branches just outside my office window. Since then, I have kept my eyes on the     
outside bushes watching for sparrows playing, eating snow, and resting inside the bushes. It was fun 
watching the sparrows. (Now I have some idea why people have bird feeders.  Itôs enjoyable just to 
watch the birds.)  As I was watching them play, it reminded me of the parable of the mustard seed in 
which a tiny seed grew to provide shelter for the birds.  These bushes grew and provided shelter for 
sparrows during the cold winter.   

On March 14th we celebrate the anniversary of Good Shepherd. This will be the 164th        
anniversary!  (Wayne said if we counted 2 other predecessor bodies, it would be 7 years before!)  As 
I look around we have grown like a mustard seed in the parable. We provide a place of joy and 
laughter (check us out on Wednesday mornings!), a place of comfort and relief, and a place of love 
and nurture that love passes on from generation to generation. I have fun hanging out with the GS 
family. You guys are fun dudes with lots of love and compassion. I thank God for that. And you 
know God is good. God has been walking with Good Shepherd all these years. Thank you friends, 
you are Godôs loving presence in Lena and the surrounding communities. Letôs celebrate our      
countless blessings of God!  Happy 164th Birthday Good Shepherd!  And many more!      

            Pr. Miho 

Treasurerôs Report 
Jay Andrews 

 
 Incoming January 2021  $9,509.46 
 Expenses January  2021  $9,951.16 
 Net Income (Loss)   $(441.70) 
 
 Income, Year to Date 2021  $9,509.46 
 Expenses, Year to Date 2021  $9,951.16 
 Net Income (Loss)   $(441.70) 



Highlights from February Council Meeting  
   

Call to Order: 6:30 P.M.  
Secretary's Report: Motion to approved was made by Bari Raymer and a second was made by Tim 
Gordon. Motion carried. Minutes were approved by a voice vote. 
 
Treasure's Report: Jay Andrews gave the report. There is a small amount left in the revolving  
account. 
 Heating: $577.23 Electric: $165.97 
There was discussion about how to reach out to members that there is a need for appeal of funds.  
 
Pastor's Report: Members had a printed copy of her report. Key points that Pastor Miho stressed: 
How Ash Wednesday would be this year. No service but the use of dirt and a pot which would be used 
each Wednesday by adding some dirt into the pot until Good Friday when a seed would be planted. 
Phone Lenten Devotion with Pastor Miho will be Thursdays at 8:15am to 8:30am reading from          
A Story To Tell: Devotion for Lent 2021. Copies are in the rack on the Washington Street side. Con-
ference call  information can be retrieved at the church office such as the conference code.   
During Lent there will be a collection of personal care items to be made into 40 personal care kits for 
Lutheran World Relief by Easter.  
Congregational Resourcing Event this year will be March 13th via Zoom not at Malta, Il.    
Committee Reports: Worship, Learning, Service, Website and Property were presented.   
 
Old Business: Constitution update: Pastor is asking for volunteers to assist in the process. Virgil and 
Tim Gordon added to assist in the revision. 
   
Insurance for the church was presented by Wayne and after hearing the cost Cora Hudik made a mo-
tion to leave the insurance as it is.  
Good Shepherd Collaboration, Pastor Miho would be researching for the March meeting. 
 
New Business:  Rescheduling the Annual Congregational Meeting: After discussion of dates, it was 
proposed by Virgil Gordon in a motion to have the Annual Congregational Meeting on the 21st of 
March at 10:30am. Discussion as to how to notify the eligible voting members of Good Shepherd Lena 
to be as for the original date of 31 January 2021. To use every possible means to notify members of the 

meeting which included: Postcards, official letter from Good Shepherd, Facebook, web page,  

newsletter, and calls. 
 

Next Meeting: March 11th 2021  
 
 Submitted by Coralyn Hudik 
 Secretary of the Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

 

 

 
Save the Date 

Rescheduled Annual Congregational Meeting will be March 21 (Sunday) 10:30am 
You may attend the meeting in-person (sanctuary or Fellowship Hall) or by Zoom.  

 Information will be sent out soon!  
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Prayer Chain 

If you have a request for the Prayer Chain, please call the Church Office to submit your request at 
815-369-5552. We are also looking for anyone who would like to join the prayer chain. We send 
prayer through the phone chain and e-mail. You pray individually and pass it on to the next person in 
the prayer chain. God hears our prayers.   

If you are interested or have any questions, please feel free to contact the church office.  

[ŜƴǘŜƴ 5ŜǾƻǝƻƴ .ƻƻƪ 
! {ǘƻǊȅ ǘƻ ¢ŜƭƭΥ 5ŜǾƻǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ [Ŝƴǘ нлнм  

[ŀǊƎŜ tǊƛƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ǎƛȊŜ ǇǊƛƴǘ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ   

tƛŎƪ ǳǇ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻǇȅ ǘƻŘŀȅΗ  

ϝLŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ƛǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ tǊΦ aƛƘƻ ƻƴŎŜ ŀ ǿŜŜƪΣ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻƴŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻƴ  
¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅǎ ŦǊƻƳ уΥмрŀƳ-уΥолŀƳΦ !ǎƪ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŶŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻƴŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
ǇŀǎǎŎƻŘŜΦ   

 Set your clocks ahead, Sunday March 14, 2021 -  Daylight Saving Time Starts                  
      

    Sunday, March 14, 2021, 2:00am clocks are turned forward . 
 Do you know why time changes at 2:00am?                                                                                                                    
Michael Downing is the author of Spring Forward: The Annual Madness of Daylight Saving Time, he tells TIME. The 
reason Daylight Saving Time starts at 2 a.m., rather than midnight, is all thanks to the railroads: Amtrak,              
specifically. When the country first experimented with Daylight Saving Time in 1918 during World War I, there 
were actually no trains that left New York City at 2 a.m. on a Sunday. òSunday morning at 2 a.m. was when they 
would interrupt the least amount of train travel around the country,ó Downing says.      
          SOURCE:  RACHEL.GREENSPAN@TIME.COM. 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1582434956/ref=as_li_qf_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=time037-20&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=1582434956&linkId=c53e3ee7a943a0e65779cab508bf13f5
mailto:rachel.greenspan@time.com?subject=(READER%20FEEDBACK)%20Why%20Does%20Daylight%20Saving%20Time%20Start%20at%202%20A.M.?&body=https%3A%2F%2Ftime.com%2F5546403%2Fdaylight-savings-start-time%2F


  Worship Volunteers needed! 
   
We are looking for those who can help 
with Sunday worship. 
¶ Temperature check person 
¶ Elevator operator 
¶ Sound system 
¶ Ushers  
¶ Lector (who will read scripture 

and prayer)           
If you can help, please let  
the church office know. We appreciate 
your help! 

Make -A -Smile cards for  
Lena Living Center  

 
Each month we will send cards to the Lena 
Living Center. This is a new ministry to share 
the love of Christ to the residents in the nurs-
ing home. We are responsible for 10 cards 
each month. If you would like to help with 

this ministry, just bring cards to church by the 10th of each 
month . Please sign and include short encouraging words. Our 
hope is to make them smile!  
  Questions? Contact the church office or Pr. Miho.   

bL{ /ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴŀƭ wŜǎƻǳǊŎƛƴƎ 
9ǾŜƴǘ  ό/w9ύ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ  

 {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ aŀǊŎƘ моΣ нлнмΣ       
Ǿƛŀ ½ƻƻƳ уΥол ŀΦƳΦ ς���î��ǇΦƳΦ  

     3 workshop sessions and                  

worship including lunch 

break!   Cost: $10 

Register online at  
 https://nisynod.org/programs/cre 
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