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September 9th, 2018 at 9:30 am

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
118 E. Mason, Lena, IL 61048
Phone # (815)369-5552
Pastor Miho: (815) 821-9570
Email: GoodShepherdLena@outlook.com
Email: goodshepherdlc@mediacombb.net, Facebook: “GSLCLenaIL”
Website: www.GoodShepherdLena.org

Art by
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Welcome to worship at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church.
We would like everyone to fill out the Friendship Pad at the end of the pews and pass it along
for all to fill out. Please also mark the names of all in the family who are receiving Communion.
If you are visiting, please include your address and phone number. We are delighted to have you.
Nursery: Our nursery is located out the north entrance of the sanctuary.
Please feel free to use the nursery anytime during the service.
An AED (defibrillator) is located on the wall in the Fellowship Hall in case of an emergency. The
device is designed to deliver calm, clear voice instructions precisely timed to the responder’s
actions, guiding the responder every step of the way. When the door is open an alarm goes off to
alert others that there is an emergency.
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–GATHERING –
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
PRELUDE

Tena Rackow

COMMUNITY CONCERNS & CELEBRATIONS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Stand)
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P: Blessed be the ☩ holy Trinity, the one who fashions us, the one who heals us, the one who
reforms us again and again.
C: Amen.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

P: Source of all life,
C: We confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free.
We fear that we are not good enough.
We hear your word of love freely given to us, yet we expect others to earn it.
We turn the church inward, rather than moving it outward.
Forgive us. Stir us.
Reform us to be a church powered by love, willing to speak for what is right, act for what
is just, and seek the healing of your whole creation. Amen.
P: God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to change us and to empower our lives in the world.
Our sins are forgiven, ☩ God’s love is unconditional, and we are raised up as God’s people who
will always be made new, in the name of Jesus Christ.
C: Amen.
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GAT HERING SONG

ELW#617

GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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KYRIE:

ELW p.138

PRAYER OF THE DAY
A: Let us pray.
C: Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health and death into
life. Open us to the power of your presence, and make us a people ready to proclaim
your promises to the whole world, through Jesus Christ, our healer and Lord. Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.
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FIRST READING: Isaiah 35:4-7a
4
Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God.
He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.”
5
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 6then the lame
shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break
forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; 7athe burning sand shall become a pool, and
the thirsty ground springs of water.
L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 146
1
Hallelujah! Praise the LORD, O my soul!
2
I will praise the LORD as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God while I have my
being.
3
Put not your trust in rulers, in mortals in whom there is no help.
4
When they breathe their last, they return to earth, and in that day their thoughts
perish.
5
Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, whose hope is in the LORD their
God;
6
who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; who keeps promises
forever;
7
who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger.
The LORD sets the captive free.
8
The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down;
the LORD loves the righteous.
9
The LORD cares for the stranger; the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the
way of the wicked.
10
The LORD shall reign forever, your God, O Zion, throughout all generations.
Hallelujah!
SECOND READING: James 2:1 -17
1
My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our glorious
Lord Jesus Christ? 2For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your
assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, 3and if you take notice of the one
wearing the fine clothes and say, “Have a seat here, please,” while to the one who is poor you
say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” 4have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and
become judges with evil thoughts? 5Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God
chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has
promised to those who love him? 6But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who
oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court? 7Is it not they who blaspheme the
excellent name that was invoked over you? 8You do well if you really fulfill the royal law
according to the scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 9But if you show

6
partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. 10For whoever keeps
the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it. [11For the one who
said, “You shall not commit adultery,” also said, “You shall not murder.” Now if you do not
commit adultery but if you murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. 12So speak and
so act as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty. 13For judgment will be without
mercy to anyone who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment.] 14What good is it,
my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works? Can faith save you?
15
If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, 16and one of you says to them, “Go in
peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the
good of that? 17So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.
L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

ELW p. 142

GOSPEL: according to Mark 7:24-37
P: The holy gospel according to Mark.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
24
[Jesus] set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not want
anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice,25but a woman whose little
daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at
his feet. 26Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast
the demon out of her daughter. 27He said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to
take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 28But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs
under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” 29Then he said to her, “For saying that, you may
go—the demon has left your daughter.” 30So she went home, found the child lying on the bed,
and the demon gone. 31Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon
towards the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 32They brought to him a deaf man
who had an impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on him. 33He took
him aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and
touched his tongue. 34Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that
is, “Be opened.” 35And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he
spoke plainly. 36Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the
more zealously they proclaimed it. 37They were astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has
done everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.”
P: The gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.
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Please be seated
SERMON

Pastor Miho Yasukawa

HYMN OF THE DAY

ELW# 705

APOSTLES’ CREED

Please Stand

A: With the whole church, let us confess our faith in the words of Apostles’ Creed.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
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heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
THE PRAYERS
After each petition: WA: Lord in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer
WA: Freed by God in Christ to live and love and serve, we pray for the church, those in need,
and all of God’s beloved creation.
A brief silence
WA: Gracious God, you call your church to proclaim the love of Christ to a needy world.
Embolden us to be your risen body by welcoming strangers and serving our neighbors.
Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.
WA: Creative God, small sprouts and tall trees proclaim your majesty. Give us clear eyes to
see nature’s beauty and wise minds to protect our home, this earth, from misuse and harm.
Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.
WA: Sovereign God, you draw order from chaos. Watch over the nations of the world. Bless
citizens and leaders who strive toward the beloved community for which you long.
Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.
WA: Loving God, you give us all that we need. When your children suffer from hunger,
poverty, loneliness, persecution, injury, or illness, send generous helpers and companions. We
pray especially for, Bob Lyvers, Dick and Rene Johnson, Ethel Lobdell, Gene Hesselbacher,
Fern Harnish, Steve Fahr, Verl Price. Sheridan Brinker, Greg Lloyd, Donna Euler, Robin
Cross, Connor Stadermann, Jaden, Jean, Jon Forsythe Meghan, Tom Pye, Pam, Bruce,
Diane, Darren, Bruce Johnson, Myron Coaty, Scott Bonnet, Deb Lindeman Harder, Graham
Russell, Tim Coleman and Cindy Tessendorf. Strengthen and encourage Laura Derr and
Lois Paulsen.
Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.
WA: Welcoming God, you set a table for us. Embolden Good Shepherd to seek new ways of
inviting others to the feast of all creation. Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.
WA: You bless us with throngs of saints who witness to your compassion. With gratitude, we
recall the lives and deeds of those who proclaim loving kindness to a needy world.
Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.
P: Into your wide embrace, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
boundless mercy through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer. C: Amen
PEACE
P: The peace of the Christ be with you always.

C: And also with you

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
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OFFERING

Special Music “Change My Heart, O God/Have Thine Own Way, Lord”

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church locally and throughout the world, including those in
need. We also offer up prayers to God as we offer ourselves (time, talents, gifts, and interests) to the
Lord’s service and dedicate our lives to God’s work in the world.
Please Stand

OFFERING PRAYER
A: Let us pray.
C: Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish
your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may
know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
DIALOGUE

PREFACE
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

ELW p.144

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD'S PRAYER
ELW p.145
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
We practice open Communion —Christ invites us to the table. All baptized Christians are welcome
to partake the body and blood of Jesus Christ. If you wish to receive a blessing, you may come
forward. Holy Communion will be celebrated by intinction (dip the bread into the chalice). you will
dip the bread into the chalice. The gold chalices have wine; the chrome chalices have grape juice.
You will be ushered down the center aisle return to your pew by way of the side aisles. If you need
assistance, please let an usher know.
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LAMB OF GOD

COMMUNION SONG

ELW p. 146

Jesus Remember Me

ELW#616

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
P: The Body and Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. C:
Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power
of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in
fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. C: Amen.
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING
P: The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one
another, in accordance with Christ Jesus.
C: Amen.
P: The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever.
C: Amen.
SENDING SONG

ELW#722
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DISMISSAL (from the back)
A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Tena Rackow
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Pastor: Pastor Miho Yasukawa
Pianists: Tena Rackow, Sarah Baker Organist: Karen Niemeier
Choir Dir. /accomp: Janis Kurth / Marion Fahr
Lector: Beth Martin Acolyte: Ethan Fye
Assisting Minister: Jay Andrews
Worship Assistant: Cora Hudik
Greeters: Vivian Hesselbacher, Willie Kayser, Troy and Sheila Keene
Ushers: Andrew Martin, Larry Fulfs, Jim Swain and Denny Luke
Communion Usher: Chris and Angie Brinker Communion Set-up: Vivian Hesselbacher
Communion Asst: Shirley Fox and Sheila Keene Sound System: Wayne Kurth and Ashtyn Brinker
Elevator Operator: Jean Engel
________________________________________________________________________________________
THIS WEEK AT GOOD SHEPHERD
September 9th through September 16th
Today
Worship Service- Holy Communion
9:30 am
Fellowship
10:30 am
Choir Practice
11:00am
Monday
Parkinson Support Group
1:30 pm
Tuesday
Hymn Sing at Lena Living Center
9:45am
Wednesday “Piece Corps” Quilting Group
8:00 am-11:30am
Council Meeting
6:30 pm
Thursday
Friendship Club potluck luncheon/entertainment by Glenda & Gloria
12:00pm
Next Sunday Worship Service
9:30 am
Fellowship
10:30 am
Choir Practice
11:00am
Chime Practice
5:00 pm
Attendance September 2 - 42
Total Offering 09/02/18 - $1921.00, amount needed $3323.37
.

Children’s Worship Bulletin is Available
Children’s bulletin follows Sunday lessons with coloring page, word search, and crossword puzzle.
They are available at the both entrances.
Parkinson Support Group
The Parkinson Support Group will meet Monday, September 10th at 1:30pm in the Fellowship Hall. Guest
speaker will be Brandy Travis from Midland State Bank.
Friendship Club
Thursday September 13th at 12:00 pm
Potluck luncheon and entertainment will be provided by Glenda and Gloria.
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Stephen Ministry

Stephen Ministry is a half-day workshop on Saturday, September 22nd from 9:00am-1:00pm, check in begins
at 8:00am. The workshop will have three sessions. Session one; Ministering to those experiencing grief,
Session two; Introduction to Stephen Ministry and Session three; How to care in a distinctively Christian
Way. The workshop will be held at the Sugar River United Methodist Church, 415 Verona Ave. Verona, WI
53593 Cost will be $15.00 per person or $50.00 per congregation (four or more). To register visit
www.stephenministry.org/workshop of call Stephen Ministries at (314)428-2600
Rally Day
Get ready for Rally Day on September 23 . If you would like to help ready for the Rally Day events join us
for Pre-Rally Day Fun on September 22nd from 9-11am.
rd

Chime Rehearsal Resumes
Chime choir rehearsals will resume on September 16th at 5pm.
Choir is back. If you would like to sing or make a joyful noise in harmony to praise God, come and join.
Mobile Food Pantry
Northern Illinois Mobile Food Pantry will be returning to Lena on Tuesday, September 18th, Tuesday 4 pm-6
pm at the Le-Win Food Pantry at 130 ½ West Main Street. This is open to anyone who is an Illinois
residence. Bring bags, ID, and friends.

September and October are Food Pantry Months
Food insecurity is when families do not have consistent access to food in order to live a healthy and active
life. It may be hard to imagine, but food insecurity exists in every county in the United States. This means
that wherever you live, there is someone close by who is not sure where their next meal will come from. This
also means that we have a chance to make a difference and take the first step in supporting our neighbors’
basic needs. (expert from ELCA World Hunger, Hunger Catechism)
Le-Win Food Pantry is in need of BOX DINNERS such as hamburger, tuna, chicken helper (they have plenty
of macaroni & cheese at this point). Please pray and support our Food Pantry.
Fall Festival Thank You
Thank you for all who helped with float and hospitality tent at Lena Fall Festival.
Let Us Know
If youth or adults in Good Shepherd family are involved in activities which the public is invited, please
provide a schedule to the church office by Tuesday morning so that we can include in the following Sunday’s
bulletin.

