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November 30
th

 2014 at 9:30 am               First Sunday of Advent  

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
118 E. Mason, Lena, Il 61048 

Phone # (815) 369-5552 

New Email: GoodShepherdLena@outlook.com 

Pastor Miranda: (815) 291-5793 & mirandaeh@hotmail.com 

Website: www.goodshepherdlena.org 

Facebook: “GSLCLenaIL” 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to worship at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

If you are visiting with us today, we want you to feel welcome 

and to know that we are delighted to have you here 
 

WELCOME!  We want you to be at ease - we won’t ask you to stand up and be recognized, but    we’d 

love it if you would introduce yourself.  Welcome to Good Shepherd! 

We would like everyone to fill out the Friendship Pad at the end of the pews and pass it along for all 

to fill out. Please also mark the names of all in the family who are receiving Communion.                           

If you are visiting, please include your address and phone number. 

Nursery Children are always welcome at our worship services; however, if you desire, please feel free to 

use the nursery located out the north entrance of the sanctuary. 

 

Pastor:   Pastor Miranda Klosterboer Custodian:   Taylor Bastian 

Secretary:  Darlene Barr        Pianists:   Tena Rackow, Sarah Baker  

Organist:  Karen Niemeier                  Missionaries to Tanzania: Randy&Carol Stubbs Family 

Choir Dir. /accomp: Janis Kurth / Marion Fahr Lector    Denny Luke 

Acolyte:  Braden Diddens  Assisting Minister  Denny Luke                             

Worship Assistant: Sondra Winters  Communion Usher  Richard Freitag, Jean Wenzel 

Welcome Visitor: Sharon Schlachter     Communion Set-up  Claire and Helen Cross              

Sound System: Troy Doubler    

Greeters:  Jerry and Beth Martin, Paul and Shirley Fox  

Ushers:  Lee Wenzel, Tyler Raders, Dana Diddens, Donna Gullickson 

Communion Asst:   Sheila Keene, Taylor Bastian 

 

 

mailto:GoodShepherdLena@outlook.com
mailto:mirandaeh@hotmail.com
http://www.goodshepherdlena.org/
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THIS WEEK AT GOOD SHEPHERD      _   __November 30
th

 thru December 7
th

 2014 

Today   First Sunday of Advent with Holy Communion    9:30 am 

- Preschool and Kindergarten Sunday School following children’s message 

Fellowship         10:30 am 

   Sunday School (and preparing for the Christmas Program)  10:45 am 

   Choir Practice        11:00 am 

   Chime Practice        5:00 pm 

Monday-Wednesday: Pastor Miranda at Continuing Education at LOMC 

Tuesday Faith Circle at LLC        1:00 pm 

Wednesday “Piece Corps Quilters       8:00am-11:30am 

After School Program for 4
th

-8
th

 graders at the Hangout  3:30pm-5:00pm 

Confirmation for 7
th

-9
th

 graders      6:30pm-8:00pm 

Thursday Hannah Circle a GSLC       9:00 am 

  Finance Committee        5:00 pm 

Saturday Men in Mission Event in Rockford (Meet to carpool at 7:30am) 8:30am-4:00pm 

   Men’s Group at Good Shepherd (following Rockford event) approximately 4:30 pm 

Next Sunday  Second Sunday of Advent with Holy Communion   9:30 am  

   - Preschool and Kindergarten Sunday School following children’s message 

Fellowship         10:30 am 

   Sunday School        10:45 am 

   Choir Practice        11:00 am 

   Full Christmas Program Rehearsal/with lunch    11:00 am-2:00 pm 

   Lena Living Center worship service     2:30 pm 

Christmas Caroling with soup and finger foods following  1:30 pm   
Worship Attendance November 23–74 

 Total Offering for November 23, 2014: $2372.00 

Amount needed per week to meet budget: $5166.18 

 

– ORDER OF WORSHIP – 

 WOV SETTING 5- BREAD OF LIFE 

PRELUDE                   (A time for prayer and reflection)   Tena Rackow 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & COMMUNITY CONCERNS 

 

Litany for the First Sunday in Advent:  

L1: At every beginning there is a yearning for the one who is coming. O Emmanuel,  

C: Wake us up to your coming. 

L2: We gather together to expect the unexpected and imagine the unimaginable. O Emmanuel,  

C: Wake us up to your coming. 
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ADVENT HYMN                     O Come, O Come Emmanuel (Verses 1&3)   ELW#257 

 
THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH                
One of the best known customs for the season is the Advent wreath. The wreath and winter candle-lighting 

in the midst of growing darkness strengthen some of the Advent images found in the Bible. The unbroken 

circle of greens is an image of everlasting life, a victory wreath, the crown of Christ, or the wheel of time 

itself. Christians use the wreath as a sign that Christ reaches into our time to lead us to the light of 

everlasting life. The four candles mark the progress of the four weeks of Advent and the growth of light.  
 

L: We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown that marks our days of preparation for Christ's advent. 

As we light the first candle on this wreath, rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord 

when he comes with all the saints and angels. Enlighten us with your grace, and prepare our hearts to 

welcome him with joy. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day draws 

near. C: Amen.   Light the first candle. 
ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING HYMN  Sing Verse 1 two times  ELW#240   
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BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  (Please stand)                                                 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, our life, our mercy, our might. C: Amen.  

P: As we await the day of the Lord, let us confess our sin. 

 Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Great and Holy One,      

C: in this time of waning daylight, we confess the shadows of sin in our lives.  We build ourselves 

up at the expense of others.  We rely on our own efforts to make our lives secure.  Yet you, O 

Lord, are the potter, and we are the clay.  Come to restore us in your image, remake us into 

your people, and rebuild what sin has broken, that we and the whole creation may rejoice. 

Amen.  

P: Fear not, people of God: the Almighty has done great things for us. God casts away our sin from us 

and makes of us a new creation.  In + Jesus Christ, God comes to set you free.  Take heart in the 

tender compassion of our God. C: Amen. 
 

GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 

all.   C: And also with you.   
 

KYRIE   Stand 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

A:  Let us pray.   C:   Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection 

awaken us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the coming of your 

new day, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.    

Please be seated   
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

 L: The 1st READING is from Isaiah 64:1–9 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains would quake at your 

presence — 2as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil — to make your name 

known to your adversaries, so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 3When you did awesome 

deeds that we did not expect, you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
4From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, 

who works for those who wait for him. 5You meet those who gladly do right, those who remember you in 

your ways. But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself we transgressed.  
6We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 
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We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 7There is no one who calls on your 

name, or attempts to take hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us, and have delivered us into 

the hand of our iniquity. 8Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we 

are all the work of your hand. 9Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, and do not remember iniquity 

forever. Now consider, we are all your people. L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 
 

L: The 2nd READING is from 1 Corinthians 1:3–9 
3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4I give thanks to my God always 

for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you have 

been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind — 6just as the testimony of Christ has been 

strengthened among you — 7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing 

of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day 

of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  L: The word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark 13:24–37 C: Glory to you, O Lord  
24

But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light,  
25

and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
26

Then they will see 

'the Son of Man coming in clouds' with great power and glory. 
27

Then he will send out the angels, and gather 

his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
28

From the fig tree learn its 

lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 
29

So 

also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 
30

Truly I tell you, this 

generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. 
31

Heaven and earth will pass away, but 

my words will not pass away. 
32

But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the 

Son, but only the Father. 
33

Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 
34

It is like a man 

going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands 

the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 
35

Therefore, keep awake — for you do not know when the master of the 

house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 
36

or else he may find you asleep 

when he comes suddenly. 
37

And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake." 

P: The Gospel of our Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

Please be seated  
 

SERMON                                                        Pastor Miranda Klosterboer 
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HYMN OF THE DAY              Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus      ELW#254  

 
 

APOSTLES CREED Please Stand 

A: God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope, we 

confess our faith. 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,  

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

 was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.   

 On the third day he rose again;  

 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,                  

 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
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Come and Fill Our Hearts Sing through 2 times    ELW#528 

 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

WA: With longing and hopeful expectation, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. A 

brief silence 

After each petition:  WA: Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great. 

WA: Come, long-expected one. Awaken your church to be alert for signs of your coming in unexpected 

people and places. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great. 

WA:  Come, Savior of the nations. Let your justice and righteousness dwell among all the peoples of the 

earth. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great. 

WA: Come, Creator of all. Amidst the shortness of life, teach us to wonder at the sun, moon, stars, 

mountains, oceans, and all creatures great and small. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great. 

WA: Come, Love divine. Enfold with your mercy all who watch and wait for hope in the midst of 

suffering, hardship, poverty, unemployment, illness, or grief especially Margie Swain, Becky 

Huttenlocher, Debbie Hesselbacher, Cindy Fahr, Ruth Pieper, Roger Schamberger, Candy Hancock, 

Noah Milder, Steve Gray, Shawn Smith, Shauna Diddens, Mike, Martha, Brenda and Charity Brinker.  

Comfort and encourage Gladys Staderman and Evelyn Hutmacher.  

Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great. 

WA: Come, giver of grace. Turn this community toward the light of your forgiveness and mercy as we 

wait for the advent of Christ. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great. 

Pastor:  Receive our prayers, faithful God, as we watch and wait for your coming among us …in Jesus 

Christ our Lord. C: Amen. 
 

PEACE 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.                                 C: And also with you.                                                   

    Congregation may greet one another using these or similar words: Peace be with you. 

  Please be seated.  
 

OFFERING                     Tena Rackow 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church locally and throughout the world, including those in 

need.   We also offer up prayers to God as we offer ourselves (time, talents, gifts, and interests) to the Lord’s 

service and dedicate our lives to God’s work in the world.  During this time, the table is set. After the table is 

set, the offering is gathered & the anthem concludes, the acolyte walks out to the edge of the chancel steps to 

receive the offering from the ushers. 
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PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 

Please stand 
 

Offering Prayer     (after acolyte presents offering at altar)    Please stand 

A:  Let us pray, Blessed are you, C: Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the 

earth and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that 

all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. Amen. 
 

DIALOGUE  
P: The Lord be with you.    C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts.    C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 

P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen  
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

We practice open Communion here — you don’t have to be a member to participate. All 

who share our belief that Jesus is present in his holy meal are welcome to receive the bread 

and cup. Children and adults who do not commune are invited to come forward to receive 

a special blessing. Holy Communion will be celebrated today using intinction (you will dip 

the wafer into the chalice of wine). The gold chalices have wine; the chrome chalices have 

grape juice.  You will be ushered down the center aisle and return to your pew by way of 

the side aisles.  If you wish to commune and are unable to come forward or need other 

assistance, please let an usher know so that we can serve you.      

Communion Song (sung by all)   Lamb of God 
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Communion Song           Prepare the Way (on computer)               Charlie Hall 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION A: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith 

toward you and in fervent love toward one another; …for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. C: Amen 
 

BLESSING   P: Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. C: Amen.  

  

SENDING HYMN          Soon and Very Soon           ELW#439 

 
DIMISSAL (from the back) 

A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.               C: Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE                  Tena Rackow 
 

 

 

 

 

Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #23771.  Hymns used by permission of One License #A-710151 or CCLI Christian Copyright Licensing, Inc. Lic. Number 
1563478 New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 

Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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Good Shepherd Prayer List 

We pray for all of those who are lonely, injured, sick, needing healing, or in need in any way. This week we 

especially pray for especially Margie Swain, Becky Huttenlocher, Debbie Hesselbacher, Cindy Fahr, Ruth 

Pieper, Roger Schamberger, Candy Hancock, Noah Milder, Steve Gray, Shawn Smith, Shauna Diddens, Mike, 

Martha, Brenda and Charity Brinker as well as homebound members Gladys Staderman and Evelyn Hutmacher.  

Request for Prayer List: Please call the Church @ 815-369- 5552 or Pastor Miranda @ 815-291-5793 

Children, Youth, and Families: Save These Dates 

December 7th: Christmas Program Rehearsal/with lunch 11:00am-2:00pm 

December 7th: Christmas Caroling 1:30 with food following 

December 13th Christmas Program Rehearsal 2:00pm to 4:00pmpm 

December 14th: Christmas Program at 9:30am   
   

  Lena Area Church Cooperative                                                                                                                 

A big THANK YOU to all who donated to the Thanksgiving Baskets! The Church Cooperative put together and 

delivered 41 baskets on Monday November 24th.  Households ranged in size from one to ten in a family.  I am so 
thankful to each and every person who gave. Your generosity was a blessing to those in need from our community. 

The Angel Tree is up in the fellowship hall.  Each angel represents a child from a family in need this holiday 

season and contains their wish list for Christmas.  If you would like to sponsor a child, please take an angel (top 

card), fill out the information card attached (leave that here), and return your gift(s) to the church by December 

14th, with the top angel attached to it.  Please make sure that if you have multiple packages, that they are all 

marked or tied together. Another project is that the Lena Lions Club has asked the LACC to donate 200 dozen 

cookies for their Operation Good Fellow.  Good Shepherd has been asked to donate 30 dozen cookies.                  

A sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board down the ramp for you to indicate how many dozen you can donate. 

Cookies will be due to Good Shepherd at the end of the day, December 10th.                                                                                    
The LACC will gather all the cookies on December 11th. 

 

MEN IN MISSION: Ideas, Resources, and Inspiration for Men’s Ministry 

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church, Rockford, IL 

Saturday December 6, 2014-8:30am to 4pm (Meet to carpool at 7:30am) 

Building Men for Christ Workshop, A one day workshop to help church leaders develop a life-changing men’s 

minister for their congregation. Cost: $59 per person  

 

Poinsettias: 
Each year, Good Shepherd’s chancel is decorated with poinsettias for the Christmas Services.  You may order a 

poinsettia in memory or honor of a loved one; or in celebration of the birth of Jesus!   Please write your 

information requested on a  flower envelope found in the pew holders, and place it in the offering plate or drop it 

off   at the church office by December 7th (Cost $10.00). 
                         

Christmas Caroling, December 7th 

Meet at the church at 1:30 pm, dress warmly, to bring the Joyful sounds of the Christmas Season to others in our 

community.  After Caroling, enjoy a hot bowl of soup back at Good Shepherd. Bring finger foods to share.  
 

Christmas Program at Good Shepherd 
Sunday December 14th 2014 at 9:30am 

Join us for a festive worship service led by our children and youth!  We will hear the life-changing story of Jesus’ 

birth, of God coming to earth.  The children will lead us in song and actions.  There will be special music from our 

children and youth.  We will have congregational hymns, and we will hear and see the story unfold. Join us on 

December 14th! 

Attention Families and volunteers: The Christmas Program 

full rehearsals will be on Dec.7th from 11am-2pm (with lunch) and on Dec 13th from 2pm-4pm.  


