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November 19th, 2017 9:30 am

Twenty Fourth Sunday after Pentecost

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
118 E. Mason, Lena, IL 61048
Phone # (815)369-5552
Pastor Miho: (815) 821-9570
Email: GoodShepherdLena@outlook.com
Email: goodshepherdlc@mediacombb.net, Facebook: “GSLCLenaIL”
Website: www.GoodShepherdLena.org

Welcome to worship at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church.
We would like everyone to fill out the Friendship Pad at the end of the pews and pass it along for all
to fill out. Please also mark the names of all in the family who are receiving Communion. If you are
visiting, please include your address and phone number .We are delighted to have you.

Nursery: Our nursery is located out the north entrance of the sanctuary.
Please feel free to use the nursery anytime during the service.
An AED (defibrillator) is located on the wall in the Fellowship Hall in case of an emergency. The
device is designed to deliver calm, clear voice instructions precisely timed to the responder’s actions,
guiding the responder every step of the way. When the door is open an alarm goes off to alert others
that there is an emergency.
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–ORDER OF WORSHIP –
ELW SETTING 10
PRELUDE

(A time for prayer and reflection)

Karen Niemeier

Announcements & Community Concerns
CHIME CHOIR

“We Gather Together”

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who calls us into an everlasting hope,
who guides us to springs of the water of life,
who enlightens us with the spirit of wisdom.
C: Amen.
P: One with the communion of saints in all times and places,
let us confess our sin against God and one another.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
P: O God, our merciful redeemer,
C: we confess the ways we live only for ourselves.
We fail to see you in our neighbor’s face.
We turn our ears from voices that cry out.
We pass by the hungry and the oppressed.
In your great mercy, forgive our sin and strengthen us
for service to all in need; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
P: In the mercy of almighty God,
Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for ☩ his sake,
God forgives you all your sin. Blessed are you!
Rejoice and be glad, beloved people of God.
C: Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN

Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us (Verses 1 &2)

ELW#707

GREETING P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you.
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KYRIE

CANTICLE OF PRAISE (Verse 3 Only)

PRAYER OF THE DAY
A: Let us pray. C: Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples, and
you give us all that we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom, and prepare us for
the joy of the day of your coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Please be seated
L: The 1st READING is from Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18
7
Be silent before the Lord GOD! For the day of the LORD is at hand; the LORD has prepared a sacrifice,
he has consecrated his guests.
12
At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the people who rest complacently on
their dregs, those who say in their hearts, “The LORD will not do good, nor will he do harm.” 13Their

5
wealth shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste. Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit
them; though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them. 14The great day of the LORD is
near, near and hastening fast; the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter, the warrior cries aloud there.
15
That day will be a day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish, a day of ruin and devastation, a day of
darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness, 16a day of trumpet blast and battle cry
against the fortified cities and against the lofty battlements. 17I will bring such distress upon people
that they shall walk like the blind; because they have sinned against the LORD, their blood shall be
poured out like dust, and their flesh like dung. 18Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to save
them on the day of the LORD’s wrath; in the fire of his passion the whole earth shall be consumed;
for a full, a terrible end he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth. L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Psalm 90:1-12 (Please join the Assisting Minister in reading the psalm responsively) ELW#90
1
Lord, you have been our refuge from one generation to another.
2
Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the earth were born, from age to age
you are God.
3
You turn us back to the dust and say, “Turn back, O children of earth.”
4
For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past and like a watch in the
night;
5
you sweep them away like a dream, they fade away suddenly like the grass:
6
in the morning it is green and flourishes; in the evening it is dried up and withered.
7
For we are consumed by your anger; we are afraid because of your wrath.
8
Our iniquities you have set before you, and our secret sins in the light of your countenance.
9
When you are angry, all our days are gone; we bring our years to an end like a sigh.
10
The span of our life is seventy years, perhaps in strength even eighty; yet the sum of them is but
labor and sorrow, for they pass away quickly and we are gone.
11
Who regards the power of your wrath? Who rightly fears your indignation?
12
So teach us to number our days that we may apply our hearts to wisdom.

L: The 2nd READING is from 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
1
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anything
written to you. 2For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the
night. 3When they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them, as
labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! 4But you, beloved, are not in
darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; 5for you are all children of light and children of the day;
we are not of the night or of darkness. 6So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake
and be sober; 7for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. 8But since
we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the
hope of salvation. 9For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord
Jesus Christ, 10who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. 1Therefore
encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing. L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please stand as you are able)

THE HOLY GOSPEL according to Matthew 25:14-30 C: Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 14“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and
entrusted his property to them; 15to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each
according to his ability. Then he went away. 16The one who had received the five talents went off at once
and traded with them, and made five more talents. 17In the same way, the one who had the two talents
made two more talents. 18But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the
ground and hid his master’s money. 19After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled
accounts with them. 20Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more
talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ 21His
master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I
will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 22And the one with the two
talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two
more talents.’ 23His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been
trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’
24
Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were
a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; 25so I was
afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26But his master
replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather
where I did not scatter? 27Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return
I would have received what was my own with interest. 28So take the talent from him, and give it to the
one with the ten talents. 29For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an
abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 30As for this
worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.’ ”P: The gospel of the Lord! C: Praise to you, O Christ!
Please be seated
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Pastor Miho Yasukawa

SERMON

Pastor Miho Yasukawa
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HYMN OF THE DAY

As Saints of Old

ELW#695

APOSTLES’ CREED Please Stand
A: God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope, we
confess our faith.
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
After each petition:
WA: Lord, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.
WA: Welcoming God’s reign of righteousness and mercy, let us pray with people of every time and
place. A brief silence
WA: We pray for the church. Enliven its witness in ecumenical ministries, feeding programs, and new
ventures. Open our hearts to friendships that share faith, and open our mouths to share your good news.
Lord, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.
WA We pray for parks and open spaces, for clean air and clear water. Help us protect places where we
are reminded of God’s work in creation and find renewal. Lord, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.
WA: We pray for those who have been and are still today enslaved, trafficked, or oppressed. Make clear
the needs of those who are silenced by suffering, that we may listen and bring an end to exploitation.
Lord, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.
WA: We pray for those who cry out for healing, hope, or help, and for those for whom we have promised
to pray especially for Bob Lyvers, Dick Johnson, Verl Price, Nina Mueller, Mark Fulfs, Donna Euler,
Katy Lartz, Carol Stubbs, Kathy Baumgartner, Robin Cross, Millie Anderson, Connor Stadermann,
Justin, Jon Forsythe, Elsie Meier, Linda, Dale, Meghan, Cathy, Barb, Sharon, Kari Ann and Ellissa.
Strengthen and encourage Fern Harnish and Carol Wybourn. Bring relief to caregivers and surround
those who are lonely with your powerful presence. We pray for love, comfort and hope of the
Resurrection for the family and friends of Carol Tessendorf. Lord, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.
WA: We pray for this congregation and the talents and treasures each person brings. Bring new talents to
blossom among us, as we encourage and build up one another. Lord, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.
WA: Lord, our dwelling place in all generations, we remember with thanksgiving all who have died in
you. Teach us to count our days as gifts from you. Lord, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.
Pastor: Receive these prayers and the hopes and concerns of our hearts, O God, as we entrust into your
loving care all for whom we pray, through Jesus Christ our Lord . C: Amen.
PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.

C: And also with you

OFFERING
“When Peace Like River”
Men’s Choir
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church locally and throughout the world, including those in
need. We also offer up prayers to God as we offer ourselves (time, talents, gifts, and interests) to the
Lord’s service and dedicate our lives to God’s work in the world.
Please stand
OFFERING PRAYER
A: Let us pray, C: Creator God, you made everything, and you provide for every need. The bread
we break and the wine we pour come from you. As we eat and drink with thanksgiving, fill us with
your love; let that love flow through us to others; and join us to the saints before us in a holy and
boundless communion; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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DIALOGUE
P: The Lord be with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: And also with you.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD'S PRAYER
P: Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us:
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
We practice open Communion —Christ invites us to the table. All baptized Christians are welcome to
partake the body and blood of Jesus Christ. If you wish to receive a blessing, you may come forward.
Holy Communion will be celebrated by intinction. Please dip the bread into the chalice. The gold
chalices have wine; the chrome chalices have grape juice. You will be ushered down the center aisle,
and returned to your pew by way of the side aisles. If you need assistance, please let an usher know.

LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION SONG
Oh, Happy Day When We Shall Stand
ELW#441
1 Oh, happy day when we shall stand
3 Oh, what a mighty rushing flood
amid the heav'nly throng;
of joy and love and peace
and sing with hosts from ev'ry land
will roll down over us with good
the new celestial song,
and blessedness and grace,
the new celestial song.
and blessedness and grace.
2 Oh, blessed day when Christ shall come
and show himself as Lord,
and thousands meet in their new home
which Jesus has prepared,
which Jesus has prepared.

4 O Lord, your grace is ev'rything;
your love has made us free
to stand among the saints and sing
the glory that we see,
the glory that we see.

POST COMMUNION BLESSING:
P: The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. C: Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION A: Sovereign God, in this meal you give us a foretaste of the
great feast to come. Keep us faithful to you, that we, with all your saints, may at length celebrate
the marriage feast of the Lamb, Jesus Christ our Lord. C: Amen.
BLESSING P: The love of God surround you; the grace of ☩ Christ release you; and the Holy Spirit
be your guide and strength, now and forevermore. C: Amen.
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SENDING HYMN

Lord of Light (Verses 1&4)

DISMISSAL (from the back)
A: Led on by the saints before us, go in peace to serve the Lord.
POSTLUDE

ELW#688

C: Thanks be to God.
Karen Niemeier

Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23771.
Hymns used by permission of One License #A-710151 or CCLI Christian Copyright Licensing, Inc. Lic. Number 1563478 New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright
989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Used by
permission.
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Pastor: Pastor Miho Yasukawa Missionaries to Tanzania: Randy & Carol Stubbs Family
Pianists: Tena Rackow, Sarah Baker Organist: Karen Niemeier Choir Dir. /accomp: Janis Kurth / Marion Fahr
Lector: Larry Fulfs Acolyte: Ashtyn Brinker Assisting Minister: Wayne Kurth
Worship Assistant: Vivian Hesselbacher Communion Usher: Gary and Cynthia Boeke
Communion Set-up: Bill and Jean Engel Communion Asst: Sue Diddens, Dennis Luke
Elevator Operator: Braden Diddens, Dana Diddens Sound System: Jay Andrews, Hanna Brinker
Greeters: Tena Rackow, Robert and Sharon Schlachter
Ushers: Gary and Cynthia Boeke, Virgil and Joanne Martin
THIS WEEK AT GOOD SHEPHERD
November 19th thru November 26th, 2017
Today
Worship Service–Holy Communion
9:30 am
Fellowship
10:30 am
Sunday School
10:45 am
Choir Practice
11:00 am
Chime Practice
5:00 pm
Tuesday
Pastor Miho at Text Study
2:00 pm
Wednesday “Piece Corps” Quilting Group
8:00 am-11:30 am
Thursday
Office Closed “Happy Thanksgiving”
Saturday
Good Shepherd at Lena Food Pantry
Next Sunday Worship Service–“Christ the King Sunday”-Holy Communion
9:30 am
Fellowship
10:30 am
Choir Practice
11:00 am
Chime Practice
5:00 pm
th
Attendance November 12 was 59
Total Offering 11/12/2017- $1,397.95 – Amount needed to meet budget: $69.79
Lena Area Church Cooperative Thanksgiving Baskets
Reminder: The Lena Area Church Cooperative is accepting monetary donations for the Thanksgiving
Baskets in the fellowship hall. The last Sunday for donations is today November 19th.
Good Shepherd volunteers at the food pantry on the 4th Saturday of each month. The hours are from 8:30 until
11:30. We are putting together the schedule for 2018, so please let us know if you are able to volunteer or be a sub.
If you have any questions, please contact Shirley Fox or Mary Lloyd.
Thank you!
Mark 6:37 But Jesus said, “You feed them.”
Children’s Christmas Program will be December 17th
All Sunday school children are encouraged to attend Sunday School to help prepare for the Christmas program.
Hope to see you all there!
Updates on the Stubbs Family
See the bulletin board for an updated newsletter from the Stubbs’ family and you can also link to the Caring Bridge
page for updates on Carol Stubbs at https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/love4carolstubbs
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Thank You
The Wenzel family would like to express their appreciation to the people of Good Shepherd Church. We are
grateful for the visits, stories, and laughter that you shared with Lee. He loved his church family! Thanks to the
members who aided in his funeral services with music, sound, and a wonderful luncheon. Sincere thanks to
Pastor Miho as her words gave us spiritual support. Leland will be missed by all who knew and loved him.
Sharon and Bob Nichols
Brian and Jo Wenzel
Marion Fahr, sister
Poinsettias:
Each year, Good Shepherd’s chancel is decorated with poinsettias for the Christmas Services. You
may order a poinsettia in memory or honor of a loved one; or in celebration of the birth of Jesus!
Please write your information requested on a flower envelope found in the pew holders, and place it
in the offering plate or drop it off at the church office by December 10th (Cost $10.00).

