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January 24 2016 at 9:30 am

3rd Sunday after Epiphany

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
118 E. Mason, Lena, Il 61048
Phone: (815) 369-5552
Email: gslchurch@aeroinc.net
Website: www.GoodShepherdLena.org
Facebook: “GSLCLenaIL”

Welcome to worship at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
If you are visiting with us today, we want you to feel welcome
and to know that we are delighted to have you here
WELCOME! We want you to be at ease - we won’t ask you to stand up and be recognized, but
we’d love it if you would introduce yourself. Welcome to Good Shepherd!
We would like everyone to fill out the Friendship Pad at the end of the pews and pass it along for
all to fill out. Please also mark the names of all in the family who are receiving Communion.
If you are visiting, please include your address and phone number.
Nursery Children are always welcome at our worship services; however, if you desire, please feel free
to use the nursery located out the north entrance of the sanctuary.
Interim Pastor:
Secretary:
Organist:
Choir Dir. /accomp:
Acolyte:
Worship Assistant:
Communion Usher
Welcome Visitor:
Communion Set-up
Communion Asst:
Elevator Operator
Sound System:
Greeters:
Ushers:

Pastor Art Stees
Custodian:
Taylor Bastian
Darlene Barr
Pianists:
Tena Rackow, Sarah Baker
Karen Niemeier
Missionaries to Tanzania:
Randy&Carol Stubbs Family
Janis Kurth / Marion Fahr
Lector
Shirley Fox
Kayla Runkle
Assisting Minister
Wayne Kurth
Wayne Kurth
Austin Andrews, Donna Gullickson
Donna Gullickson
Sheridan and Marybeth Brinker
Sue Diddens, Beth Martin
Anna Patterson, Kristy Patterson
Jay Andrews, Taylor Bastian
Willie Kayser, Troy, Sheila and Krista Keene
Austin Andrews, Donna Gullickson, Virgil and Joanne Martin
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– ORDER OF WORSHIP –
ELW SETTING 3
PRELUDE

(A time for prayer and reflection)

Tena Rackow

Announcements & Community Concerns
BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Please stand)
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
the Maker of heaven and earth, the Word made flesh,
the Lord and giver of life.
C: Amen.
P: Let us come into the light of Christ,
confessing our need for God’s mercy.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P: God of peace,
C: we confess that we are not at peace—with others or with ourselves.
We bring to you all that tears us apart: discord in our families,
violence in our world, our own conflicted hearts.
In your mercy, mend us. Reconnect us to one another and to you.
Let peace reign over all the earth, through the
Prince of peace, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.
P: In the Word who has come to dwell with us,
God has given us grace upon grace:
forgiveness that is stronger than our sins,
love that can heal every broken heart. Hear this word of God’s pardon and peace:
in the name of ☩ Jesus our Savior, you are free from all your sins.
Rise, shine, for your light has come.
C: Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN:

Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing

ELW#886

GREETING:
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. C: And also with you.
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KYRIE Please stand as you are able. (Assisting Minister: regular print, C: bold print)
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CANTICLE of PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
A: Let us pray C: Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be written for the
nourishment of your people. Grant that we may hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest
them, that, comforted by your promises, we may embrace and forever hold fast to the hope of
eternal life, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Please be seated
L: The 1st READING is from Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
The exiles have returned and rebuilt Jerusalem. Now Ezra, the priest, reads the law of Moses to them
in the public square. When they hear it, they weep for their sins and for the long years in exile, but
Ezra reminds them that the joy of the Lord is their strength.
1
All the people [of Israel] gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They told the
scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the LORD had given to Israel. 2Accordingly,
the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men and women and all who could hear
with understanding. This was on the first day of the seventh month. 3He read from it facing the
square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the
women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the book of
the law. 5And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the
people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. 6Then Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God,
and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and
worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground. 8So they read from the book, from the law of
God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading. 9And
Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the
people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all
the people wept when they heard the words of the law. 10Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the
fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this
day is holy to our LORD; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.” L: The
word of the Lord! C: Thanks be to God!
Psalm 19 (Please join the Assisting Minister in reading the psalm responsively) ELW#19
1
The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork.
2
One day tells its tale to another, and one night imparts knowledge to another.
3
Although they have no words or language, and their voices are not heard,
4
their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends of the world, where God
has pitched a tent for the sun.
5
It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; it rejoices like a champion to run its course.
6
It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of it again;
nothing is hidden from its burning heat.
7
The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; the testimony of the LORD is sure and
gives wisdom to the simple.
8
The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; the commandment of the LORD is
clear and gives light to the eyes.
9
The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever; the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous
altogether.
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10

More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, sweeter far than honey,
than honey in the comb.
11
By them also is your servant enlightened, and in keeping them there is great reward.
12
Who can detect one’s own offenses? Cleanse me from my secret faults.
13
Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion over me;
then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense.
14
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart are acceptable in your sight,
O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.
L: The 2nd READING is from 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a
The apostle and pastor Paul uses the metaphor of the human body to describe how intimately
connected we are in the church. For this struggling congregation in Corinth, Paul delivers a vital
message of unity that is a mark of the church today.
12
For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many,
are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews
or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 14Indeed, the body does not
consist of one member but of many. 15If the foot would say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not
belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16And if the ear would say,
“Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the
body. 17If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were
hearing, where would the sense of smell be? 18But as it is, God arranged the members in the body,
each one of them, as he chose. 19If all were a single member, where would the body be? 20As it is,
there are many members, yet one body. 21The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,”
nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22On the contrary, the members of the body
that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23and those members of the body that we think less
honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less respectable members are treated with greater
respect; 24whereas our more respectable members do not need this. But God has so arranged the
body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member, 25that there may be no dissension within the
body, but the members may have the same care for one another. 26If one member suffers, all suffer
together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it. 27Now you are the body of
Christ and individually members of it. 28And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second
prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms of
leadership, various kinds of tongues. 29Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all
work miracles? 30Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 31aBut
strive for the greater gifts. L: The word of the Lord! C: Thanks be to God!
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Gospel Acclamation Stand

P: THE HOLY GOSPEL according to Luke 4:14-21 C: Glory to you, O Lord!
Near the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry, he visits his hometown of Nazareth. In the words of
Isaiah, he states and claims his identity, purpose, and mission.
14
Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread
through all the surrounding country. 15He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by
everyone. 16When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue
on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah
was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: 18“The Spirit of
the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to
proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free,
19
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 20And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the
attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21Then he began to say
to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” P: The gospel of the Lord!
C: Praise to you, O Christ!
Please be seated
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE! Meet Mr. Furr

SERMON

Pastor Art Stees
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HYMN OF THE DAY

We Are Called

ELW#720

APOSTLES’ CREED Please Stand
A: God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope,
we confess our faith.
C:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand
of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
After each petition:
WA: Lord, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.
Gathered together by God’s Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.
brief silence.
WA: Grant unity in the body of Christ, your church. Replace dissension with reconciliation, and
strengthen its witness to the world. Lord, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.
WA: For the ministry of Pastor Miranda, her joy and enthusiasm, as she served among us.
C: hear our prayer.
WA: When your creation is harmed, all suffer together. Guide your people to make wise choices
that protect the land, sea, and all life. Lord, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer
WA: Put an end to strife, violence, and hate in nations where there is turmoil. Guide leaders and
movements for change to seek peace above all else. Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
WA: Be present where there is loneliness. Be comfort where there is pain. Be healing where there is
brokenness. We pray especially for Lee Wenzel, Bob Lyvers, Ellen Kyles, Donna Euler, Katy Lartz,
and Kelly Huneke. We lift up the family and friends of Evelyn Hutmacher comfort them in their
grief with love and the hope we have in Jesus Christ our Savior. Strengthen and encourage
Dorothy Wagner. Lord, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer
WA: Grant health and new life in this assembly. Send us to share the good news of your abundant
love in Christ. Lord, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer
WA: We give thanks for the faithful departed who have come to know the fulfillment of your
promises. Assure us of your hope until we join the saints in light. Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
Pastor: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all of your beloved for whom we pray, trusting
in your mercy; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Congregation may greet one another using these or similar words: Peace be with you.
Please be seated.
OFFERING
Tena Rackow
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church locally and throughout the world, including
those in need. We also offer up prayers to God as we offer ourselves (time, talents, gifts, and
interests) to the Lord’s service and dedicate our lives to God’s work in the world. During this time,
the table is set. After the table is set, the offering is gathered & the anthem concludes, the acolyte
walks out to the edge of the chancel steps to receive the offering from the ushers.
OFFERING PRAYER (congregation stands)
A: Let Us Pray. C: Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered
together to become one bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends of the
earth into your kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever. Amen.
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DIALOGUE
P: The Lord be with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: And also with you.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise

WORDS OF INSTITUTION/LORD'S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
We practice open Communion here — you don’t have to be a member to participate. All who
share our belief that Jesus is present in his holy meal are welcome to receive the bread and
cup. Children and adults who do not commune are invited to come forward to receive a special
blessing. Holy Communion will be celebrated today using intinction (you will dip the wafer
into the chalice of wine). The gold chalices have wine; the chrome chalices have grape juice.
You will be ushered down the center aisle and return to your pew by way of the side aisles. If you wish to
commune and are unable to come forward or need other assistance, please let an usher know so that we
can serve you.
COMMUNION SONG

Lamb of God

ELW#154

~ 12 ~
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A: Let us pray, We thank you, O God, that you have fed us at your banqueting table with bread and
wine beyond compare, the very life of Christ for us. Send your Spirit with us now, that we may set
the captive free, use your gifts to build one another up, and in everything reflect your glory
revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. C: Amen.
BENEDICTION P: Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
C: Amen.
SENDING SONG
The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve
ELW#551
1 The Spirit sends us forth to serve;
3 We go to be the hands of Christ,
we go in Jesus' name
to scatter joy like seed
to bring glad tidings to the poor,
and, all our days, to cherish life,
God's favor to proclaim.
to do the loving deed.
2 We go to comfort those who mourn
and set the burdened free;
where hope is dim, to share a dream
and help the blind to see.

4 Then let us go to serve in peace,
the gospel to proclaim.
God's Spirit has empowered us;
we go in Jesus' name.

DISMISSAL (from back)
A: Go in peace. Christ is with you! C: Thanks be to God
POSTLUDE

Tena Rackow

Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23771.
Hymns used by permission of One License #A-710151 or CCLI Christian Copyright Licensing, Inc. Lic. Number 1563478 New Revised Standard Version Bible,
copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights
reserved. Used by permission.
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THIS WEEK AT GOOD SHEPHERD
January 24th thru January 31st 2016
Today
Worship Service with Holy Communion
9:30 am
Fellowship
10:30 am
Property Captial Campaign Information Meeting
10:45
Sunday School
10:45 am
Choir Practice
11:00 am
Chime Choir Practice
5:00 pm
Wednesday “Piece Corps" Quilting Group
8:00 am-11:30 am
WELCA Board Meeting in Fellowship Hall
10:30 am
After School Program at The Hangout
3:30-5:00 pm
Confirmation
6:30 pm-8:00 pm
Next Sunday Worship Service with Holy Communion
9:30 am
Fellowship
10:30 am
Sunday School
10:45 am
Choir Practice
11:00 am
Chime Choir Practice
5:00 pm
Attendance January 17 was 69
Total Offering January 17, 2016: $3,538.00 - Amount needed to meet budget: $2,663.20
Prayer Requests
We pray for all of those who are lonely, injured, sick, needing healing, or in need in any way. This week we
especially pray for, Lee Wenzel, Bob Lyvers, Ellen Kyles, Donna Euler, Katy Lartz, and Kelly Huneke
and homebound member Dorothy Wagner.
Capital Campaign Information Meeting Today
With information on Project Scope and resolutions for the Annual Meeting
Annual Congregational Meeting January 31st, 2016 at 10:45 am
Capital Campaign Resolutions, Electing new Church Council members, Feedback on proposed revisions to
Endowment Policy, Information on Safe Child Policy, Celebrating 2015 and planning for a new year of
mission and ministry in 2016, Possible nominations for a Call Committee
The 2016 ANNUAL REPORT will be available for you to pick up at church Sunday January 24th. It will also
be available at the annual meeting on January 31st. However, if you would like a copy mailed to you please call
the church office at 815-369-5552

“Souper Bowl” Sunday at Good Shepherd
The Youth Group of Good Shepherd are asking worshippers on Super Bowl Sunday, February 7th to place a
monetary donation in a large soup pot held by youth at each sanctuary exit. We will deliver 50% of the funds
directly to the Lena-Winslow Food Pantry and 50% to the ELCA World Disaster Relief. 100% of the
offering goes directly to the agencies designated. Help us tackle hunger in America!
The Luther College Symphony Orchestra of Decorah, Iowa
Will perform a concert at Our Savior's Lutheran Church in Rockford on Tuesday, February 2nd at 7:30 p.m. The
program features Debussy, Borodin, and Dvorak performed by one of the finest undergraduate symphonies in the
Midwest. A reception will follow the performance. More information at www.luther.edu/music.

