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December 8
th

 2013 at 9:30 am                       Second Sunday of Advent 

 GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
118 E. Mason, Lena, Il 61048 

Phone # (815) 369-5552 email: gslchurch@aeroinc.net  

Pastor Miranda’s Phone # (651) 895-2879 email: mirandaeh@hotmail.com 

Website: www.goodshepherdlena.org 

“Like us” on Facebook @ GSLCLenaIL https://www.facebook.com/GSLCLenaIL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to worship at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

If you are visiting with us today, we want you to feel welcome 

and to know that we are delighted to have you here 
 

WELCOME!  We want you to be at ease - we won’t ask you to stand up and be recognized, but we’d 

love it if you would introduce yourself to Pastor Miranda and our greeters. 

We would like everyone to fill out the Friendship Pad at the end of the pews and pass it along for all 

to fill out. Please also mark the names of all in the family who are receiving Communion.  If you are 

visiting, please include your address and phone number. 

Nursery Children are always welcome at our worship services; however, if you desire, please feel free 

to use the nursery located out the north entrance of the sanctuary. 

We practice open Communion here — you don’t have to be a member to participate. All 

who share our belief that Jesus is present in his holy meal are welcome to receive the bread 

and cup. Children and adults who do not commune are invited to come forward to receive a 

special blessing. Holy Communion will be celebrated today using intinction (you will dip the 

wafer into the chalice of wine). The gold chalices have wine; the chrome chalices have grape 

juice.  You will be ushered down the center aisle and return to your pew by way of the side 

aisles.  If you wish to commune and are unable to come forward or need other assistance, please let an 

usher know so that we can serve you.                                                                                                                                   

mailto:gslchurch@aeroinc.net
mailto:mirandaeh@hotmail.com
http://www.goodshepherdlena.org/
https://www.facebook.com/GSLCLenaIL


 

2 

Pastor Pastor Miranda Klosterboer 

Custodian  Taylor Bastian 

Missionaries to Tanzania Randy & Carol Stubbs Family                            

Pianists Tena Rackow, Sarah Baker             

Organist Karen Niemeier                                                      

Choir Dir. / accomp. Janis Kurth / Marion Fahr   

Lector Sue Diddens 

Acolyte  Krista Keene    

Assisting Minister Jay Andrews 

Worship Assistant Denny Luke 

Communion Ushers Troy and Cindy Doubler 

Communion Assistants Eugene Hesselbacher, Denny Luke 

Friendly Mugger  Jean Wenzel 

Sound System Delbert Scheider, Jon Hudik 

Greeters Troy, Sheila and Krista Keene, Virgil and Joanne Martin 

Ushers Dana, Diddens, Mike Geiseman, Chris Brinker, Sheridan Brinker 

Communion Set-up Beth Martin 

THIS WEEK AT GOOD SHEPHERD                          December 8
th

 thru December 15
th

 2013 
Today   Worship with Holy Communion            9:30 am 

  Preschool & Kindergarten Sunday School after Children’s Message 

  Fellowship                                                                                            10:30 am 

  Sunday School Opening in Sanctuary (Preshool-6
th

 grade)                 10:45 am 

  Sunday School (Small Groups 1
st
 -6

th
 grade)        11:00 am 

  Choir Practice            11:00 am 

  Christmas Caroling                                                           2:00 pm 

Monday Pastor Miranda at mentor meeting      11:00 am 

  Worship Committee Meeting       6:30 pm 

  Finance Committee Meeting       7:30 pm   

Tuesday Hymn Sing at LLC          9:45 pm 

  Confirmation Class          3:30 pm 

  Council Meeting        6:00 pm  

Wednesday "Piece Corps" Quilting Group                                                                 8:00 am-11:30 am 

  After School Program for 4
th

-8
th

 graders @The Hangout                 3:30 pm-5:00 pm 

Thursday Friendship Club Potluck and Entertainment from “Take Two”  12:00 pm 

Friday  Good Shepherd Staff Christmas Party     6:00 pm 

Next Sunday  Worship with Holy Communion             9:30 am 

  Preschool & Kindergarten Sunday School after Children’s Message  

  Sunday School Opening (Preshool-6
th

 grade)                10:45 am 

  Sunday School (Small Groups 1
st
 -6

th
 grade)                 11:00 am  

  Choir Practice                         11:00 am 

  Lena Living Center Worship Service      2:30 pm 

Chime Practice        5:00 pm 
Worship Attendance December 1 was 82 

Total Offering for December 1, 2013: $2596.88 

Amount needed to meet budget: $1,387.24 

                 Request for Prayer List: Please call the Church @ 815-369- 5552 or Pastor Miranda @ 651-895-2879  

                Christmas Caroling, Today December 8
th

 @ 2pm 

Dress warmly and meet at the church at 2:00 pm to bring the Joyful sounds of the Christmas 

Season to others in our community.  After Caroling, enjoy a hot bowl of soup back at Good 

Shepherd. Bring finger foods to share.  
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– ORDER OF WORSHIP - ELW SETTING 3 

PRELUDE                               Chime Choir 
 

Announcements & Community Concerns 

 

ADVENT HYMN             O Come, O Come Emmanuel  (Verse 1)           ELW#257 

 
 

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH                

One of the best known customs for the season is the Advent wreath. The wreath and winter 

candle-lighting in the midst of growing darkness strengthen some of the Advent images found in 

the Bible. The unbroken circle of greens is clearly an image of everlasting life, a victory wreath, 

the crown of Christ, or the wheel of time itself. Christians use the wreath as a sign that Christ 

reaches into our time to lead us to the light of everlasting life. The four candles mark the 

progress of the four weeks of Advent and the growth of light. Sometimes the wreath is 

embellished with natural dried flowers or fruit. Its evergreen branches lead the household and 

the congregation to the evergreen Christmas tree. In many homes, the family gathers for prayer 

around the wreath. 
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Prayer for the Second Sunday in Advent: (Read as first candle is lit) 

L1: At every beginning there is a yearning for the one who is coming. O Emmanuel, 

C: Prepare us for your coming. 

L2: We gather together to get ready for what? Only heaven knows. O Emmanuel, 

C: Prepare us for your coming. 

L1: We wait for the day when God will create a prevailing peace on the earth, and natural-born 

enemies turn into newborn friends. O Emmanuel, 

C: Prepare us for your coming. 

L2: We get ready for God to come close by laying our lives open to Jesus, asking him to sort 

through all our mixed motives. O Emmanuel, 

C: Prepare us for your coming. 

L1: Jesus, we welcome your presence now with the lighting of these candles, whose flames 

bring warmth to winter and fill this place with the glow of hope. 

Amen. 

Hymn                       O Come, O Come Emmanuel  (Verse 6)  ELW# 257           

O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer; O Sun of justice, now draw near. Disperse the gloomy 

clouds of night, and death's dark shadow put to flight. Refrain                                                                                                                                                                                      

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  (Please stand)                                                 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, our life, our mercy, our might. 

C: Amen. 

 

P: As we await the day of the Lord, let us confess our sin. 

 Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Great and Holy One,      

C: in this time of waning daylight, we confess the shadows of sin in our lives.  We build 

ourselves up at the expense of others.  We rely on our own efforts to make our lives secure.  

Yet you, O Lord, are the potter, and we are the clay.  Come to restore us in your image,  

remake us into your people, and rebuild what sin has broken, that we and the whole 

creation may rejoice. Amen. 

 

P: Fear not, people of God: the Almighty has done great things for us. God casts away our sin 

from us and makes of us a new creation.  In + Jesus Christ, God comes to set you free.  Take 

heart in the tender compassion of our God. 

C: Amen. 
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KYRIE           ELW #138  

 
GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the   Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

C: And also with you.   

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A: Let us pray. 

C: Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming 

nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen.                                                                                                
Please be seated                     
 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE! 
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L: The 1
st
 READING is from Isaiah 11:1–10 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
2
The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 

counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
3
His delight shall be in 

the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear;  
4
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the 

earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall 

kill the wicked. 
5
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt 

around his loins. 
6
The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid,  

the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. 
7
The cow and the 

bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
8
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on 

the adder's den. 
9
They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full 

of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 
10

On that day the root of Jesse shall 

stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be 

glorious. The word of the Lord.   

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 72:1–7, 18–19 (read responsively)  
1
Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the king's son; 

2
that he may rule your people righteously and the poor with justice; 

3
that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, and the hills, in righteousness. 

4
Let him defend the needy among the people, rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.   

5
May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, from one generation to another. 

6
Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, like showers that water the earth. 

7
In his time may the righteous flourish; and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon 

shall be no more. 
18

Blessed are you, LORD God, the God of Israel; you alone do wondrous deeds! 
19

And blessed be your glorious name forever, and may all the earth be filled with your glory. 

 Amen. Amen.    

 

L: The 2
nd

 READING is from Romans 15:4–13 
4
For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by 

steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 
5
May the God of 

steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance 

with Christ Jesus, 
6
so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 
7
Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the 

glory of God. 
8
For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of 

the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 
9
and in 

order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, "Therefore I will 

confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your name"; 
10

and again he says, "Rejoice, 

O Gentiles, with his people"; 
11

and again, "Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the 

peoples praise him"; 
12

and again Isaiah says, "The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to 
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rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope." 
13

May the God of hope fill you with all joy 

and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. The 

word of the Lord.  

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION        

 
 

P: THE HOLY GOSPEL according to Matthew 3:1–12 

C: Glory to you, O Lord.  

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 
2
"Repent, for 

the kingdom of heaven has come near." 
3
This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when 

he said, "The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord,  

make his paths straight.'" 
4
Now John wore clothing of camel's hair with a leather belt around his 

waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 
5
Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea 

were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, 
6
and they were baptized by him in 

the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
7
But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming 

for baptism, he said to them, "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to 

come? 
8
Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 

9
Do not presume to say to yourselves, 'We have 

Abraham as our ancestor'; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 

Abraham. 
10

Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not 

bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
11

I baptize you with water for repentance, 

but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. 

He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
12

His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he 

will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will 

burn with unquenchable fire."The gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Please be seated   

 

SERMON                                                              Pastor Miranda Klosterboer       
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HYMN OF THE DAY              Prepare the Royal Highway                     ELW#264   

 
 

 

APOSTLES CREED Please Stand 
A: God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and 

hope, we confess our faith. 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried; he descended to the dead.   On the third day he rose again; he ascended 

into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 

living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
WA: In hope and anticipation, we pray for the church, those in need, and all of God's creation. 

A brief silence. 
 
WA: Renew us in the covenant of your Son, O Holy One, and revive us by the outpouring of your 

Spirit, who leads us to wisdom, understanding, and faithfulness in you. Hear us, O God. C: 

Your mercy is great. 
 
WA: Establish harmony in all creation, that all living things may work according to your loving 

and generous purpose. Fill the earth with your goodness and glory. Hear us, O God. C: Your 

mercy is great. 
 

WA: Send your Spirit to those who hold power and authority among the nations. Lead them to tend 

to those who are poor and meek with your righteousness and justice.  Hear us, O God. C: Your 

mercy is great. 
 
WA: By your word and your people encourage and give heart to those who have lost hope in the 

face of depression, death, and disease, especially Margie Swain, Bob Lyvers, Evelyn 

Hutmacher, Lois Paulsen, Maddy, Eric, Emmerson, Parker, Brenda, Ed O’Brien, and Gerald. 
Give them faith in your promises. Comfort and encourage Eugene Becker, Esther Bergman.  

Hear us, O God.  C: Your mercy is great. 
 

WA: Shape this faith community into a place of welcome and support for all people. Feed and 

strengthen us by your gifts of grace, that we may share them with others. Hear us, O God.        

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

WA: You have gathered the saints into your holy and eternal presence. Make us steadfast in the 

faith until we are all made one in your new creation. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great. 
 

Pastor: Almighty God, we entrust to you all for whom we pray, confident that you fulfill your 

promises through Christ our Savior and Lord.  C: Amen. 
 

PEACE 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.                               C: And also with you.                                                   

    Congregation may greet one another using these or similar words: Peace be with you. Please be seated.  
       

 
OFFERING     Choir Anthem    Choir 

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church locally and throughout the world, 

including those in need.  We also offer up prayers to God as we offer ourselves (time, talents, 

gifts, and interests) to the Lord’s service and dedicate our lives to God’s work in the world.  

During this time, the table is set. After the table is set, the offering is gathered & the anthem 

concludes, the acolyte walks out to the edge of the chancel steps to receive the offering from the 

ushers.     
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OFFERING PRAYER     (after acolyte presents offering at altar)  

Please stand 

A:  Let us pray.  God of abundance,  

C:  God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with 

them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the 

coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen 

 

DIALOGUE 

  
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: On the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus…  

 

LORD'S PRAYER 
P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever.  Amen  
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION                                                  Tena Rackow 
 

TABLE BLESSING:  
P: The Body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.    

C: Amen 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   
A: God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will be 

fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of 

your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  C: Amen 
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BLESSING   
P: The God of hope, through Christ our peace, in the power of the Holy Spirit, + bless you now and 

forever.  C: Amen. 
    

        

SENDING HYMN              Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus        ELW#254   

 
 

DIMISSAL (from back)     

A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.         C: Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE             Tena Rackow       

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #23771.  Hymns used by permission of One License #A-710151 or CCLI Christian Copyright Licensing, Inc. Lic. Number 1563478 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 

United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved 
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Christmas Party and White Elephant Gift Exchange for 7
th

-12
th

 Graders 

Youth Group Nights at Good Shepherd!   

Next Youth Night: 7pm December 18th.  Bring a snack to share and a small wrapped gift 

(something you have that you don’t want anymore… or something less than $2).  7th-12th 

graders, come join in the Fun and Connection on Wednesday nights at 7pm! Prayer, Games, and 

Conversation.  Let’s grow together!  Feel free to invite friends!  Who will you invite?   

 

Wednesday Evening Small Group Bible Study 

We will join together on Wednesday December 11th at 6:30pm for discussion, study, prayer, 

and connecting with one another more deeply in faith and life.  We will be discussing the book 

Kisses from Katie, an inspiring true-life tale of a young adult missionary in Uganda.  We will 

also be choosing our topic for our study in January (Jan 15th).  All are welcome. See you soon! 

 

Christmas Program at Good Shepherd 

Sunday December 22
nd

 2013 at 9:30am 

Join us for a festive worship service led by our children and youth!  We will hear the life-

changing story of Jesus’ birth, of God coming to earth.  The children will lead us in song and 

actions.  There will be special music from our children and youth.  We will have congregational 

hymns, and we will hear and see the story unfold. Join us on December 22
nd

! 

Attention Families and volunteers: The Christmas Program 

Rehearsal will be on December 21
st
 from 9:30am-11:30am 

 

Poinsettias: 

Each year, Good Shepherd’s chancel is decorated with poinsettias for the Christmas Services.  

You may order a poinsettia in memory or honor of a loved one; or in celebration of the birth of 

Jesus!   Please write your information requested on a flower envelope found in the pew holders, 

and place it in the offering plate or drop it off at the church office by December 8
th 

(Cost $9.00). 

 

Celebrate Giving with ELCA GOOD GIFTS                                       
 Make a difference in the world as you give gifts to loved ones this Christmas.  In lieu of 

traditional gifts, consider supporting meaningful projects of the ELCA in honor of friends and 

loved ones through ELCA Good Gifts.  Honor friends and loved ones with gifts that grow the 

church, fight hunger, and transform lives.  You can buy a chicken that will provide eggs and 

income, you can support a missionary, support a church plant, buy a well or a portion of a well, 

and so much more.  Consider creating a new family tradition!  Maybe you can decide to go in 

together and choose 
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LENA LIVING CENTER (LLC)   

DECEMBER BIRTHDAY PARTY - is -  

Thursday, December 19, 2013 from 2:00 pm to 3:00 pm, hosted by Faith and Hannah 

Circles. We will provide birthday gifts, bring treats and wish Happy Birthday to some very 

special people. Please join us for fun and fellowship in sharing Christ’s love.  

Circle members are asked to bring 2 dozen cookies to share with the residents. Contact Rene’ 

Johnson at (815) 369-2818 if you have any questions, need a ride, or to have your cookie 

donation picked-up. We will meet at 1:45 pm at the LLC to set-up for the party.  

 

Reminder for all Committees of Good Shepherd: 

Please turn in your Budget Requests for 2014 to Wayne Kurth, Finance Chairperson, by 

December 9th.  

 

 Men’s Group at Good Shepherd: 

All men of Good Shepherd Lutheran are members of the Men’s Group, but all men are 

welcome. 

 We will be ordering the Master Builders Bible (an NIV Bible specifically designed for men).  

If you are interested in ordering a Bible, contact Troy Doubler (815-369-5117).  The cost is 

$15.00.  We will be ordering soon. 

 Our Next Men’s Group Meeting will be in January… watch bulletins and the January 

newsletter for date/time  

 Save the Date for the One Year to Live Retreat at EWALU Bible Camp February 7th-9th, 

2014 

Lena Area Church Cooperative News 

Cookies 

Cookies are due by the end of the day, Wednesday, December 11
th

.  Please put them on the 

Angel Tree table in the fellowship hall.  I will deliver them on the 12
th
.  

 

Angel Tree 

The due date to return your gift(s) for The Angel Tree is December 15
th
.  That’s next Sunday 

already!  Make sure that if you have multiple packages that they are all marked or tied together, 

and be sure and put the angel on the top.  Thank you so much! If you have any questions, please 

contact Mary Lloyd. 

 

No One Eats Alone – 2013 

Coach’s Golf & Grill 621 West Lena Street Lena, IL 

Holiday Dinner for residents of Lena, Winslow & McConnell Monday, December 23th 2013. 

Serving from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm at Coach’s Golf & Grill 621 West Lena Street                       

Lena, IL 61048, Telephone: 815.369.2222 

No one should eat alone this holiday season. This event is specifically intended for those 

either not having family, friends nearby or having troubled times. Bring a neighbor or friend 

that could otherwise not make it for lunch. 
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LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE: 

Responding to needs from the recent Pacific Typhoon and Midwest Tornadoes. 

In the Pacific: Lutheran Disaster Response is responding to the most urgent needs of food, 

water, clothing, shelter, sleeping material and medicine. Possible assistance may also include 

helping those whose livelihood of fishing or farming has been destroyed.  

In the Midwest: Lutheran Disaster Response, working with our partners in ministry, is on the 

ground assessing the immediate and long-term needs of those affected by the tornadoes. Your 

help will bring hope to our sisters and brothers in need. Lutheran Disaster Response is working 

with our affiliates who are experts in disaster response. We already know it will be a long road 

to recovery, and your gifts are needed now to begin coordinating volunteers, rebuilding homes 

and offering spiritual and emotional care to those in need.  Gifts made out to “Good Shepherd 

Lutheran Church” and designated to “LDR: Pacific Typhoon Response” OR “LDR: U.S. 

Tornadoes” in the memo line will be used in full – 100 percent – to help with immediate 

and long-term need. Your generous offerings of prayer and financial support will help those 

affected as they journey to recover. Our church is reaching out in response to these devastating 

storm and assessing the needs —working together for as long as it takes. Thank you for your 

gifts, your prayers and your partnership.  Gifts may also be given directly to the 

Central/Southern Illinois Synod (ELCA), 524 S. 5
th

 Street Springfield, IL  62701-1822. 

 

A Thank You from your Stewardship Team: 

Dear Members and Friends of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church! 

Thank You for your prayerful thought and consideration in completing your 2014 Stewardship 

Commitment Forms.  Knowing your plans will make it possible for Good Shepherd Lutheran 

Church to plan and implement ministries without hesitation.  It will allow wise management of 

resources throughout the 2014 calendar year.  All ministries in our church are dependent upon 

the generosity of God’s people: You are God’s People! 

“Well done, my good servant!” His master replied.  “Because you have been trustworthy in a 

very small matter, take charge of ten cities.”  -Luke 19:17 

Everything we have is a gift entrusted to us from God. You are generous stewards of all that we 

have been given- of the gift of time, of the gift of talents, of the gift of money and material 

goods.  If you haven’t had a chance to turn in your 2014 Stewardship Commitment Form, you 

can still do so through the offering plate, special boxes at the entrances, or through the church 

office. Thank you!  

Thank you for all that you do to make possible the ministry and mission work of our church 

here and around the world.  Your stewardship counts! 

With thanksgiving,   

The Stewardship Team  

 

 

 
 

 


