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December 7
th

 2014 at 9:30 am          Second Sunday of Advent  

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
118 E. Mason, Lena, Il 61048 

Phone # (815) 369-5552 

New Email: GoodShepherdLena@outlook.com 

Pastor Miranda: (815) 291-5793 & mirandaeh@hotmail.com 

Website: www.goodshepherdlena.org 

Facebook: “GSLCLenaIL” 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to worship at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

If you are visiting with us today, we want you to feel welcome 

and to know that we are delighted to have you here 
 

WELCOME!  We want you to be at ease - we won’t ask you to stand up and be recognized, but 

we’d love it if you would introduce yourself.  Welcome to Good Shepherd! 

We would like everyone to fill out the Friendship Pad at the end of the pews and pass it along 

for all to fill out. Please also mark the names of all in the family who are receiving Communion.   

If you are visiting, please include your address and phone number. 

 

Nursery Children are always welcome at our worship services; however, if you desire, please feel 

free to use the nursery located out the north entrance of the sanctuary. 

Pastor:   Pastor Miranda Klosterboer Custodian:   Taylor Bastian 

Secretary:  Darlene Barr        Pianists:   Tena Rackow, Sarah Baker  

Organist:  Karen Niemeier                  Missionaries to Tanzania: Randy&Carol Stubbs Family 

Choir Dir. /accomp: Janis Kurth / Marion Fahr Lector    Coralyn Hudik    

Acolyte:  Kayla Runkle   Assisting Minister  Sheila Keene   

Worship Assistant: Ellen Kyles   Communion Usher  Gary and Cynthia Boeke 

Welcome Visitor: Sue Diddens   Communion Set-up  Beth Martin  

Sound System: Wayne Kurth, Taylor Bastian 

Greeters:  Tena Rackow, Marion Fahr, Dana Diddens   

Ushers:  Gary and Cynthia Boeke, Eugene Hesselbacher, Mike Geiseman  

Communion Asst:   Jay Andrews, Austin Andrews 

 

mailto:GoodShepherdLena@outlook.com
mailto:mirandaeh@hotmail.com
http://www.goodshepherdlena.org/


 

2 

THIS WEEK AT GOOD SHEPHERD     December 7
th

 thru December 14
th

 2014 
Today   Worship with Holy Communion      9:30 am 

   - Preschool and Kindergarten Sunday School following children’s message 

  Fellowship         10:30 am 

  Sunday School Christmas Program Rehearsal/with lunch    10:45am-1:00pm 

  Choir Practice         11:00 am  

  Christmas Caroling with food following     1:30 pm 

  Worship Service at Lena Living Center     2:30 pm                

Monday Worship Team Meeting       6:30 pm                      

Tuesday Hymn Sing at LLC        9:45 am 

  Council Meeting        6:00 pm              

Wednesday “Piece Corps Quilters        8:00 am- 11:30 am 

  After School Program for 4
th
-8

th
 graders at the Hangout   3:30 pm- 5:00 pm 

Confirmation for 7
th
-9

th
 graders      6:30 pm- 8:00 pm 

Thursday Friendship Club Potluck in Fellowship Hall     12:00 pm 

Friday  Good Shepherd Staff Christmas Party     6:00 pm 

Saturday Christmas Program Rehearsal       2:00 pm- 4:00 pm  

Next Sunday  Worship with Holy Communion/Christmas Program   9:30 am 

Fellowship         10:30 am 

   Choir Practice         11:00 am 

   Chime Practice        5:00 pm   

Worship Attendance November 30–82 

 Total Offering for November 30, 2014: $1854.00 

Amount needed per week to meet budget: $6014.23 

 

Good Shepherd Prayer List 

We pray for all of those who are lonely, injured, sick, needing healing, or in need in any way. 

This week we especially pray for especially Margie Swain, Debbie Hesselbacher, Cindy Fahr, 

Ruth Pieper, Roger Schamberger, Noah Milder, Steve Gray, Shawn Smith, and Mae Schulz as 

well as homebound members Verl Price and Steve Fahr. Request for Prayer List: Please call 

the Church @ 815-369- 5552 or Pastor Miranda @ (815) 291-5793 

 

–  ORDER OF WORSHIP – 

 ELW SETTING 3 

PRELUDE  (A time for prayer and reflection)      “The Wonder of Christmas” Chime Choir  

 

Announcements & Community Concerns 

 

Litany for the First Sunday in Advent:  

L1: At every beginning there is a yearning for the one who is coming. O Emmanuel,  

C: Wake us up to your coming. 

L2: We gather together to expect the unexpected and imagine the unimaginable. O Emmanuel,  

C: Wake us up to your coming. 
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ADVENT HYMN                 O Come, O Come Emmanuel   (Verses 1 & 2)  ELW#257 

 
 

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH                
The four candles mark the progress of the four weeks of Advent. 

L: We praise you, O God, for this circle of light that marks our days of preparation for Christ's 

advent. As we light the candles on this wreath, kindle within us the fire of your Spirit, that we may 

be light shining in the darkness. Enlighten us with your grace, that we may welcome others as you 

have welcomed us. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day 

draws near. C: Amen.   Light two candles. 
 

ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING HYMN  Sing Verses 1 & 2   ELW#240 
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BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Please stand)                                                 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who shapes the whole creation, who comes with might 

and mercy, who fills the hungry with good things.  C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us approach the throne of grace with repentant hearts. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: Faithful God, C: we confess that we have been unfaithful to you. Like dry leaves and withered 

grass, our lives are blown about by our sins and the powers of evil around us. Restore us, O 
God; let the light of your face shine on us, and we shall be saved. Amen. 
 

P: God is patient, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance.  In the name of + Jesus 

Christ, I bring you this good news: You are free from all that imprisons you; your sins are forgiven; 

God heals your broken hearts. Live in peace and harmony as you wait for the day of God. C: Amen. 
 

KYRIE     Please stand as you are able. (Assisting Minister: regular print,   C: bold print) 
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GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all.   C: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

A:  Let us pray.   C:   Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his 

coming strengthen us to serve you with purified lives; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.    

Please be seated   
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

The 1st READING is from Isaiah 40:1–11 

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her 

that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the LORD's hand 

double for all her sins. 3A voice cries out: "In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make 

straight in the desert a highway for our God. 4Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and 

hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 5Then the 

glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD 

has spoken." 6A voice says, "Cry out!" And I said, "What shall I cry?" All people are grass, their 

constancy is like the flower of the field. 7The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the 

LORD blows upon it; surely the people are grass. 8The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word 

of our God will stand forever. 9Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up 

your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities 

of Judah, "Here is your God!" 10See, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him;  

his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 11He will feed his flock like a shepherd;  

he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 

L: The word of the Lord.   C: Thanks be to God.             
 

Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13 (Please join the Assisting Minister in reading the psalm responsively) ELW#85 
1You have been gracious to your land, O LORD; you have restored the good fortune of Jacob. 
2You have forgiven the iniquity of your people and blotted out all their sins. 
8I will listen to what the LORD God is saying; for you speak peace to your faithful people and to 

those who turn their hearts to you. 
9Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you, that your glory may dwell in our 

land.    
 10Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
11

Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth, and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 
12The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, and our land will yield its increase. 
13Righteousness shall go before the LORD and shall prepare for God a pathway. 
 

The 2nd READING is from 2 Peter 3:8–15a 
8But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a 

thousand years are like one day. 9The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, 

but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. 10But the day of the 

Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the elements 

will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done on it will be disclosed. 
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11Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be in 

leading lives of holiness and godliness, 12waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, 

because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire? 
13But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where 

righteousness is at home. 14Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be 

found by him at peace, without spot or blemish; 15and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. 

L: The word of the Lord.   C: Thanks be to God.             
 
Gospel Acclamation Stand 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark 1:1–8 C: Glory to you, O Lord.  

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2As it is written in the prophet 

Isaiah, "See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way; 3the voice of one 

crying out in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,'" 4John the 

baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 
5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to 

him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with 

camel's hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, 

"The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie 

the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy 

Spirit." P: The gospel of the Lord!   C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

Please be seated  
 

SERMON                                                       Pastor Miranda Klosterboer 
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HYMN OF THE DAY             On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry     ELW#249  

 
 

APOSTLES CREED Please Stand 

A: God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope, 

we confess our faith. 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,  

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

 was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.   

 On the third day he rose again;  

 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 



 

8 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

WA: With longing and hopeful expectation, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in 

need. A brief silence 

After each petition:  WA: Lord, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer. 

WA: For the church, that it be a herald of glad tidings, announcing the good news that you are 

drawing near. Lord, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer. 

WA: For all who strive for peace and an end to conflict and warfare, that righteousness find a home 

in their midst. Lord, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer. 

WA: For all who are weighed down with economic instability, sorrow, anxiety, or sickness 

especially Margie Swain, Debbie Hesselbacher, Cindy Fahr, Ruth Pieper, Roger Schamberger, 

Noah Milder, Steve Gray, Shawn Smith, and Mae Schultz; that you speak tenderly to them and 

comfort them in your compassionate embrace. Comfort and encourage Verl Price and Steve Fahr.  

Lord, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer. 

WA: We give thanks all your holy ones who faithfully prepared the way of the Lord. Open our eyes 

to the new heavens and new earth made known in your advent among us. Lord, in your mercy,         

C: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Receive our prayers, faithful God, as we watch and wait for your coming among us …in 

Jesus Christ our Lord. C: Amen. 
 

 

PEACE 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.                                 C: And also with you.                                                   

    Congregation may greet one another using these or similar words: Peace be with you. 
 

Please be seated.  
 

OFFERING   “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”           Choir Anthem 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church locally and throughout the world, including those in 

need.   We also offer up prayers to God as we offer ourselves (time, talents, gifts, and interests) to the 

Lord’s service and dedicate our lives to God’s work in the world.  During this time, the table is set. After 

the table is set, the offering is gathered & the anthem concludes, the acolyte walks out to the edge of the 

chancel steps to receive the offering from the ushers. 
   

Offering Prayer     (after acolyte presents offering at altar)    Please stand 

A:  Let us pray.    C: Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth 

and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way,  

that all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen.  

 

 

DIALOGUE  

P: The Lord be with you.    C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts.    C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION/ LORD'S PRAYER 

P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen  
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
We practice open Communion here — you don’t have to be a member to participate. All 

who share our belief that Jesus is present in his holy meal are welcome to receive the bread 

and cup. Children and adults who do not commune are invited to come forward to receive 

a special blessing. Holy Communion will be celebrated today using intinction (you will dip 

the wafer into the chalice of wine). The gold chalices have wine; the chrome chalices have 

grape juice.  You will be ushered down the center aisle and return to your pew by way of 

the side aisles.  If you wish to commune and are unable to come forward or need other 

assistance, please let an usher know so that we can serve you.      
 

 

COMMUNION SONG             LAMB OF GOD  

 

 

COMMUNION SONG    Prepare the Way    by Charlie Hall on computer 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
A: Let us pray, we give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing 

power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in 

fervent love toward one another; …for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. C: Amen 
 

BLESSING   P: The God of hope, through Christ our peace, in the power of the Holy Spirit, …+ 

bless you now and forever.  C: Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN          Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn                 ELW#242 

 
 

DIMISSAL (from the back) 

A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.               C: Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE                  Karen Niemeier 

 

 

 

 

Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #23771.  Hymns used by permission of One License #A-710151 or CCLI Christian Copyright Licensing, Inc. Lic. Number 

1563478 New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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Children, Youth, and Families: Save These Dates 

December 13th Christmas Program Rehearsal 2:00pm to 4:00pm 

December 14th: Christmas Program at 9:30am   

 

Christmas Program Rehearsal (Today) December 7th: 

with lunch 10:45am-2:00pm 

 

Christmas Caroling, (Today) December 7th: 

Meet at the church at 1:30 pm, dress warmly, to bring the Joyful sounds of the Christmas Season to others in 

our community.  After Caroling, enjoy a hot bowl of soup back at Good Shepherd.                                            

Bring finger foods to share.  
   

  Lena Area Church Cooperative                                                                                                                 

The Angel Tree is up in the fellowship hall and all of the Angels have been taken. Please remember to return 

your gift (s) to the church by next Sunday, December 14th, with the top angel attached to it.  Make sure that if 
you have multiple packages, that they are all marked or tied together. I will be taking the gifts right after the 

church service next Sunday for distribution.  

Another project is that the Lena Lions Club has asked the LACC to donate 200 dozen cookies for their 

Operation Good Fellow.  Good Shepherd has been asked to donate 30 dozen cookies.  A sign-up sheet is on 

the bulletin board down the ramp for you to indicate how many dozen you can donate.  The last I checked 

there were still about 15 dozen needed. Cookies will be due to Good Shepherd                                                    

at the end of the day, December 10th. 

Any Questions, please contact Mary Lloyd. Thank you! 
 

Poinsettias: 
Each year, Good Shepherd’s chancel is decorated with poinsettias for the Christmas Services.  You may 

order a poinsettia in memory or honor of a loved one; or in celebration of the birth of Jesus!                            

Please write your information requested on a  flower envelope found in the pew holders, and place it in the 

offering plate or drop it off  at the church office by December 7th (Cost $10.00). 
                         
 

Christmas Program at Good Shepherd 

Sunday December 14th 2014 at 9:30am 

Join us for a festive worship service led by our children and youth!  We will hear the life-changing story of 

Jesus’ birth, of God coming to earth.  The children will lead us in song and actions.  There will be special 

music from our children and youth.  We will have congregational hymns, and we will hear and see the story 

unfold. Join us on December 14th! 

Attention Families and volunteers: The Christmas Program 

full rehearsals will be on Dec.7th from 11am-2pm (with lunch) and on Dec 13th 

 

Santa Claus is coming to Lena Living Center! 

1010 S Logan, Lena, Il. Monday evening Dec. 8th beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

Bring your family and friends to visit with Santa 

Refreshments served 
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Consider Alternative Giving this Christmas 

Celebrate Giving with ELCA GOOD GIFTS 
 Make a difference in the world as you give gifts to loved ones this Christmas.  In lieu of 

traditional gifts, consider supporting meaningful projects of the ELCA in honor of friends and loved 

ones through ELCA Good Gifts, ELCA Disaster Relief, or God’s Global Barnyard.  Honor 

friends and loved ones with gifts that grow the church, fight hunger, and transform lives.  You can 

buy a chicken that will provide eggs and income, you can support a missionary, support a church 

plant, buy a well or a portion of a well, and so much more.  Consider creating a new family tradition!  

Maybe you can decide to go in together and choose together what would be meaningful to do.  

Check out the bulletin board outside the fellowship hall for more ideas! 

  

 


