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December 29
th

 2013 at 9:30 am                       First Sunday of Christmas 

 GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
118 E. Mason, Lena, Il 61048 

Phone: (815) 369-5552  

Email: gslchurch@aeroinc.net 

Pastor Miranda: (651) 895-2879 & mirandaeh@hotmail.com 

Website: www.GoodShepherdLena.org 

Facebook: “GSLCLenaIL” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to worship at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

If you are visiting with us today, we want you to feel welcome 

and to know that we are delighted to have you here 
 

WELCOME!  We want you to be at ease - we won’t ask you to stand up and be recognized, but we’d 

love it if you would introduce yourself to Pastor Miranda and our greeters. 

We would like everyone to fill out the Friendship Pad at the end of the pews and pass it along for all 

to fill out. Please also mark the names of all in the family who are receiving Communion.  If you are 

visiting, please include your address and phone number. 

Nursery Children are always welcome at our worship services; however, if you desire, please feel free 

to use the nursery located out the north entrance of the sanctuary. 
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Worship Leader Dennis Luke 

Secretary Darlene Barr  

Custodian  Taylor Bastian 

Missionaries to Tanzania Randy & Carol Stubbs Family                            

Pianists Tena Rackow, Sarah Baker           

Organist Karen Niemeier                                                      

Choir Dir. / accomp. Janis Kurth / Marion Fahr 

Lector Taylor Bastian 

Acolyte  Kayla Runkle  

Assisting Minister Sheila Keene 

Worship Assistant Sheila Keene 

Friendly Mugger  Donna Gullickson 

Sound System Jay Andrews, Austin Andrews  

Greeters Troy and Cindy Doubler, Chris and Angie Brinker 

Ushers Darlene Aurand, Donna Gullickson, Austin Andrews, Andrew Martin  

 

THIS WEEK AT GOOD SHEPHERD                          December 29
th

 thru January 5
th

 2014 
Today   Worship                9:30 am 

  Fellowship                                                                                            10:30 am 

  Choir Practice            11:00 am 

  Chime Practice        5:00 pm 

Wednesday "Happy New Year”                                                                  

Thurs.Dec.26-Jan.1 Pastor Miranda is on vacation with family       

Next Sunday  Worship with Holy Communion (Kids sing for worship)          9:30 am 

  Preschool & Kindergarten Sunday School after Children’s Message  

  Sunday School Opening in Sanctuary (Preshool-6
th

 grade)                 10:45 am  

Sunday School Small Groups for 1
st
 -6

th
 grade       11:00 am 

  Choir Practice                         11:00 am 

  Chime Practice        5:00 pm 
Worship Attendance December 22 was 115 

                 Request for Prayer List: Please call the Church @ 815-369- 5552 or Pastor Miranda @ 651-895-2879  

                 

 

 
                 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

3 

– ORDER OF WORSHIP – 

“All Times and Places” – WOV Setting 6 

  

PRELUDE                                                             Tena Rackow  
   

Announcements & Community Concerns 
 

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS- (stand)  

WL:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, abounding in steadfast love toward us, healing the 

sick and raising the dead, showering us with every good gift. 

C:  Amen. 

WL:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

WL:  Just and gracious God,  

C:  we come to you for healing and life. 

Our sins hurt others and diminish us; 

we confess them to you.  

Our lives bear the scars of sin; 

we bring these also to you. 

Show us your mercy, O God. 

Bind up our wounds, 

forgive us our sins, 

and free us to love, 

for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 
 

WL:  The apostle Paul assures us: 

"When we were dead in our trespasses, 

God made us alive together with Christ, 

nailing the record of our sins to the cross." 

Jesus says to you, + "Your sins are forgiven." 

Be at peace, and tell everyone 

how much God has done for you. 

C:  Amen. 
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 GATHERIN G SONG            Good Christian Friends Rejoice                    ELW#288   

  
 

GREETING 

 WL: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you.   
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  KYRIE (Assisting Minister: regular print, C: bold print)  
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HYMN OF PRAISE      Hark the Herald Angels Sing        ELW#270 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A:  Let us pray. 

C: Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By 

your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen. 

Please be seated                     
 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE! 
                                                                                                                                                         

L: The 1
st
 READING is from Isaiah 63:7–9 

7
I will recount the gracious deeds of the LORD, the praiseworthy acts of the LORD,  

because of all that the LORD has done for us, and the great favor to the house of Israel 

that he has shown them according to his mercy, according to the abundance of his steadfast 

love. 
8
For he said, "Surely they are my people, children who will not deal falsely"; and he 

became their savior 
9
in all their distress. It was no messenger or angel but his presence that 

saved them; in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried them all 

the days of old. The word of the Lord.  

 C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 

 

Psalm 146 (read responsively)   

 Hallelujah! Praise the Lord, O my soul! 
2
I will praise the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God while I have my 

being. 
3
Put not your 

|
trust in rulers, in mortals in whom there is no help. 

4
When they breathe their last, they return to earth, and in that day their thoughts perish. 

5
Happy are they who have the God of Jacob

|
 for their help, whose hope is in the Lord their God; 

6
who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; who keeps promises 

forever; 
7
who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger. The Lord sets the 

captive free. 
8
The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;  

the Lord loves the righteous. 
9
The Lord cares for the stranger; the Lord sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way 

of the wicked. 
10

The Lord shall reign forever, your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah! 
 

L: The 2
nd

 READING is from Ephesians 1:3–14 
3
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 

every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 
4
just as he chose us in Christ before the 

foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. 
5
He destined us for 

adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 
6
to the 

praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 
7
In him we have 

redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his 
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grace 
8
that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 

9
he has made known to us the 

mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 
10

as a plan for the 

fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 
11

In Christ 

we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him 

who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, 
12

so that we, who were the first 

to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 
13

In him you also, when you 

had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were 

marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 
14

this is the pledge of our inheritance toward 

redemption as God's own people, to the praise of his glory.  The word of the Lord.  

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION           

 
 

WL: THE HOLY GOSPEL according to John 1:1–18 

C: Glory to you, O Lord.  

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2
He was 

in the beginning with God. 
3
All things came into being through him, and without him not one 

thing came into being. What has come into being 
4
in him was life, and the life was the light of 

all people. 
5
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

6
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 

7
He came as a witness to testify to the 

light, so that all might believe through him. 
8
He himself was not the light, but he came to testify 

to the light. 
9
The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

10
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know 

him. 
11

He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 
12

But to all who 

received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 
13

who were 

born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
14

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 

father's only son, full of grace and truth. 
15

(John testified to him and cried out, "This was he of 

whom I said, 'He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.'") 
16

From 

his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 
17

The law indeed was given through Moses; 

grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 
18

No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, 

who is close to the Father's heart, who has made him know The gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Please be seated 

    

SERMON                                                               Dennis Luke       
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 HYMN OF THE DAY            Of the Father’s Love Begotten  ELW#295                                

 
 

APOSTLES CREED Please Stand 
    A: God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and 

hope, we confess our faith. 

 C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried; he descended to the dead.   On the third day he rose again; he ascended 

into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 

living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

 WA: In joy and wonder, we pray for the church, those in need, and all of God's creation. 

  A brief silence. 
 

 WA: Dwell among your people, and fill the church with your wisdom. Guide us in ways of 

righteousness, that we may show others the witness of your goodness. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

 WA: May every season work for your good purpose. Send sun and rain, warmth and chill, in 

due measure to draw forth your bounty from the earth. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

 WA Journey with all refugees and displaced peoples. Lead them in safety to a place where they 

will find security, that they rejoice in the care you have provided them. Hear us, O God 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

 WA: Be a sure defense to all whose lives are threatened by pain, personal crisis, or persistent 

fear especially Margie Swain, Bob Lyvers, Lois Paulsen, Tena Rackow, Laura Derr,  

Cindy Doubler, Maddy, Eric, Emmerson, Parker, Gerald, and Mary Wright. Give them 

shelter from hardship and rest when they are weary.  Comfort and encourage Gladys 

Staderman and Evelyn Hutmacher.   Hear us, O God C: Your mercy is great. 
 

WA: Shine your light through this faith community into the wider community.  Make us a 

beacon for all who hunger and thirst for righteousness and who are in need of mercy.  Hear 

us, O God.  C: Your mercy is great. 
 

WA: Giving thanks that the saints now dwell with you in the fullness of your kingdom, we ask 

you to keep us faithful to your truth revealed in Christ until you make all things new. Hear 

us, O God. C: Your mercy is great. 
 

WL: Almighty God, we entrust to you all for whom we pray, confident that you fulfill your 

promises through Christ our Savior and Lord. C: Amen. 
 

PEACE 
WL: The peace of Christ be with you always.                                         C: And also with you.                                                   

    Congregation may greet one another using these or similar words: Peace be with you. 

 

Please be seated.  
       

OFFERING            

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church locally and throughout the world, 

including those in need.  We also offer up prayers to God as we offer ourselves (time, talents, 

gifts, and interests) to the Lord’s service and dedicate our lives to God’s work in the world.  On 

this Thanks-Giving Sunday you may also place your Stewardship Commitment Form in the 

offering plate as part of our celebration and offering before God.  We join together in song, 

thankful for all that God provides.  During this time, the table is set. After the table is set, the 

offering is gathered & the anthem concludes, the acolyte walks out to the edge of the chancel 

steps to receive the offering from the ushers. 
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OFFERING SONG   It Came Upon the Midnight Clear   ELW#282 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER     (after acolyte presents offering at altar)  

Please stand 

A:  Let us pray.      Blessed are you, 

C:  Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish 

your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may 

know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. Amen 
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
WL: Let us pray. 

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life with the 

words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end 

bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and 

the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
  A: Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

     C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

   For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

      forever and ever.  Amen  
 

BLESSING   

P:  Jesus said, “You are the light of the world.” Let your light so shine that people around you 

will be moved by the good things you do to glorify God in heaven.  May the Word that Mary 

brought to birth carry you into new and abundant life. 

C: Amen. 

P:  May the Word that Joseph cradled in his arms enfold you with love and strength. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  May the Word that angels proclaimed in song bring harmony to our world. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  And the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you 

and remain with you always. 

C:  Amen.                
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SENDING HYMN                    Go Tell It on the Mountain                        ELW#290  

 
 
 DIMISSAL (from back)     

   A: Go in peace. Christ is with you.                                            C: Thanks be to God. 

   POSTLUDE                                                             Tena Rackow      

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 

Annual License #23771.  Hymns used by permission of One License #A-710151 or CCLI Christian Copyright Licensing, Inc. Lic. Number 

1563478 New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved 
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3
rd

-5
th

Grade Youth: Retreat at Camp! 

Fun, Worship, Team Building, Hiking, Games:  

at LOMC’s Winter Retreat for 3
rd

-5
th

 graders  

Dates: Friday and Saturday January 10
th

- 11
th

.  Time: Begins Friday at 7 PM and ends 

Saturday at 4 PM.  We will meet to drive to the Lutheran Outdoor Ministry Center 

(LOMC) at 5:45pm and return by 5pm Saturday.  Cost is $67.00 per person which 

includes snack on Friday, two meals on Saturday and lodging in our retreat villages.  

Good Shepherd will pay$22.00 of the registration fee. A sign-up sheet and release forms 

are available.  

Please sign up by January 5
th

 if you are interested in going. 

 

JH and HS Ski Trip to Chestnut Mt in Galena Jan 17th 

Calling all 6th-12th graders!  We are teaming up with the Lena UMC Youth Group for 

an awesome winter night in the snow on Friday January 17th from 3-10pm.  Cost is $41 

plus $ for dinner.  Cost includes lift ticket, rental, and lesson.  Bring a sack supper or $ 

for supper!  We will meet at Lena UMC at 3pm.  Feel free to invite friends.     

Sign up by January 10th.  

  

Men’s Group at Good Shepherd: 

All men of Good Shepherd Lutheran are members of the Men’s Group, but all men are 

welcome.  Our Next Men’s Group Meeting will be January 18th at 4:30 pm. 

  We will meet for Bible distribution and Bible study using our new   

 Master Builders Bibles (an NIV Bible specifically designed for men.)  

 We will work on a small work project following a light meal.   

 

Wednesday Evening  

     Small Group Bible Study 

We will join together on Wednesday January 15th at 6:30pm for discussion, study, 

prayer, and connecting with one another more deeply in faith and life.  There is no 

preparation necessary.  We will look at the texts coming up the next Sunday.  We will 

study them through context, application, and maybe even some video clips.  Join us as 

we connect with God and one another!   

All are welcome. See you soon! 

  

Annual Meeting on February 9
th

 2014 

Annual Reports are Due January 6, 2014.  Annual reports are required for each 

committee and organization of the congregation.  These reports are assembled and made 

available to the congregation members prior to the meeting.  The reports are the 

responsibility of the chairperson or offices.  We will be sending out the reports from last 

year for you to update your reports and turn them into the office by Monday, January 6, 

2014.  If possible, please type up the report and email it to gslchurch 

 @aeroinc.net in Word format.     


