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December 28
th

 2014 at 9:30 am                  First Sunday of Christmas 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
118 E. Mason, Lena, Il 61048 

Phone # (815) 369-5552 

New Email: GoodShepherdLena@outlook.com 

Pastor Miranda: (815) 291-5793 & mirandaeh@hotmail.com 

Website: www.goodshepherdlena.org 

Facebook: “GSLCLenaIL” 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to worship at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

If you are visiting with us today, we want you to feel welcome 

and to know that we are delighted to have you here 
 

WELCOME!  We want you to be at ease - we won’t ask you to stand up and be recognized, but    

we’d love it if you would introduce yourself.  Welcome to Good Shepherd! 

We would like everyone to fill out the Friendship Pad at the end of the pews and pass it along 

for all to fill out. Please also mark the names of all in the family who are receiving Communion.                           

If you are visiting, please include your address and phone number. 

Nursery Children are always welcome at our worship services; however, if you desire, please feel 

free to use the nursery located out the north entrance of the sanctuary.  

Pastor:   Pastor Miranda Klosterboer Custodian:   Taylor Bastian 

Secretary:  Darlene Barr        Pianists:   Tena Rackow, Sarah Baker 

Organist:  Karen Niemeier                  Missionaries to Tanzania: Randy&Carol Stubbs Family 

Choir Dir. /accomp: Janis Kurth / Marion Fahr Lector    Lee Wenzel 

Acolyte:  Taylor Patterson   Assisting Minister  Brianna Andrews 

Worship Assistant: Richard Freitag  Communion Usher  Bob Lyvers, Lee Wenzel  

Welcome Visitor: Bob Schlachter  Communion Set-up  Beth Martin  

Sound System: Troy Doubler, Hanna Brinker   

Greeters:  Lee Wenzel, Jean Wenzel, Chuck and Sue Kraft   

Ushers:  Jeremy and Cara Schriner, Bob Lyvers, Lee Wenzel 

Communion Asst:   Troy and Cindy Doubler 

 

mailto:GoodShepherdLena@outlook.com
mailto:mirandaeh@hotmail.com
http://www.goodshepherdlena.org/
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THIS WEEK AT GOOD SHEPHERD                                     ___December 28
th

 thru January 4
th

 2015 

Today   Worship with Holy Communion      9:30 am 

- Choir Sing 

   - No Sunday School today.  Please enjoy the Christmas Season as a family! 

  Fellowship          10:30 am 

  Choir Practice         11:00 am  

  Chime Practice        5:00 pm 

Monday Dec. 29
th
 – Jan. 3

rd
  Pastor Miranda on Vacation           

Tuesday Church Office closes at noon    

Wednesday Piece Corps Quilters        8:00 am- 11:30 am 

Church Office closes at noon         

Thursday HAPPY NEW YEAR 

Next Sunday  Worship         9:30 am 

- Preschool and Kindergarten Sunday School following children’s message 

Fellowship         10:30 am 

  Sunday School        10:45 am 

  Choir Practice         11:00 am 

  Chime Practice        5:00 pm   

Worship Attendance December 21–59 

Christmas Eve Service 1
st
 Service 87, 2

nd
 Service 91  

 Total Offering for December 21, 2014: $2,249.00 

Amount needed per week to meet budget: $16,126.90 

Request for Prayer List: Please call the Church @ 815-369- 5552 or Pastor Miranda @ 651-895-2879 

Good Shepherd Prayer List 

We pray for all of those who are lonely, injured, sick, needing healing, or in need in any way. 

This week we especially pray for especially Margie Swain, Debbie Hesselbacher, Cindy Fahr,  

Noah Milder, Roger Schamberger, Steve Gray, Shawn Smith, Mae Schultz, Karen C, Barb 

Wichman, Allen, Rosemary Strong, Leon Strong, Carrie and homebound members Eugene 

Becker and Esther Bergman.  Request for Prayer List: Please call the Church @ 815-369- 5552 

or Pastor Miranda @ (815) 291-5793 

– ORDER OF WORSHIP – 

 WOV SETTING 5- BREAD OF LIFE 
  

PRELUDE  (A time for prayer and reflection)    Tena Rackow 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & COMMUNITY CONCERNS 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
   All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the Maker of heaven and earth, the Word made flesh, 

the Lord and giver of life.  C: Amen. 

P: Let us come into the light of Christ, confessing our need for God's mercy. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: God of peace,  C: we confess that we are not at peace—with others or with ourselves. 

We bring to you all that tears us apart: discord in our families, violence in our world, 

our own conflicted hearts. In your mercy, mend us. Reconnect us to one another and to you. 

Let peace reign over all the earth, through the Prince of peace, our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
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P: In the Word who has come to dwell with us, God has given us grace upon grace: forgiveness 

that is stronger than our sins, love that can heal every broken heart. Hear this word of God's 

pardon and peace: in the name of + Jesus our Savior, you are free from all your sins. Rise, shine, 

for your light has come. C: Amen.    
 

GATHERING SONG               Good Christian Friends, Rejoice    ELW#288  

 
GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.   C: And also with you.   
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HYMN OF PRAISE  Angels from the Realms of Glory   ELW#275 

    

KYRIE   Stand 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

A:  Let us pray.   C:   O Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your 

incarnate Word. By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. Amen.    

Please be seated   
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

 L: The 1st READING is from Jeremiah 31:7–14 
7
For thus says the LORD: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief of the 

nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, "Save, O LORD, your people, the remnant of Israel." 
8
See, I am 

going to bring them from the land of the north, and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,  

among them the blind and the lame, those with child and those in labor, together; a great company, they 

shall return here. 
9
With weeping they shall come, and with consolations I will lead them back, I will let 

them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; for I have become a 

father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn. 
10

Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, and declare it in 

the coastlands far away; say, "He who scattered Israel will gather him, and will keep him as a shepherd a 

flock." 
11

For the LORD has ransomed Jacob, and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 
12

They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be radiant over the goodness of 

the LORD, over the grain, the wine, and the oil, and over the young of the flock and the herd; their life 

shall become like a watered garden, and they shall never languish again. 
13

Then shall the young women 

rejoice in the dance, and the young men and the old shall be merry. I will turn their mourning into joy,  

I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. 
14

I will give the priests their fill of fatness,  

and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, says the LORD. L: The word of the Lord.                         

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 147:12–20 (Please join the Assisting Minister in reading the psalm responsively)  
12

Worship the LORD, O Jerusalem; praise your God, O Zion, 
13

who has strengthened the bars of your gates and has blessed your children within you. 
14

God has established peace on your borders and satisfies you with the finest wheat.   
15

God sends out a command to the earth, a word that runs very swiftly.  
16

God gives snow like wool, scattering frost like ashes. 
17

God scatters hail like bread crumbs. Who can stand against God's cold? 
18

The LORD sends forth the word and melts them; the wind blows, and the waters flow. 
19

God declares the word to Jacob, statutes and judgments to Israel. 
20

The LORD has not done so to any other nation; they do not know God's judgments. Hallelujah!  
 

L: The 2nd READING is from Ephesians 1:3–14 
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 

spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the 

world to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5He destined us for adoption as his children 

through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace 

that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through his blood, the 

forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8that he lavished on us. With all 

wisdom and insight 9he has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure 

that he set forth in Christ, 10as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in 

heaven and things on earth. 11In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined 

according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, 12so 

that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 13In him 

you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in 

him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14this is the pledge of our inheritance 

toward redemption as God's own people, to the praise of his glory. 

L: The word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
The Holy Gospel according to John 1:1–9, 10–18     C: Glory to you, O Lord  

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2
He was in the 

beginning with God. 
3
All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into 

being. What has come into being 
4
in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 

5
The light 

shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
6
There was a man sent from God, whose 

name was John. 
7
He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 

8
He 

himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 
9
The true light, which enlightens everyone, 

was coming into the world. 
10

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the 

world did not know him. 
11

He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 
12

But 

to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 
13

who 

were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
14

And the Word 

became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of 

grace and truth. 
15

(John testified to him and cried out, "This was he of whom I said, 'He who comes after 

me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.'") 
16

From his fullness we have all received, grace upon 

grace. 
17

The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 
18

No one 

has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father's heart, who has made him known. 

P: The Gospel of our Lord.              C: Praise to you, O Christ!   Please be seated  
 

SERMON                                                       Pastor Miranda Klosterboer 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                  Of the Father’s Love Begotten              ELW#295  

 
THE NICENE CREED Please Stand   

A: God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and 

hope, we confess our faith. 

C: We believe in one God, 

     the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

     of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

     eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 

     true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;  

 through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from                            

heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
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he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

After each petition:  WA: Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great. 

WA: Rejoicing in the light of Christ that shines upon us, we pray for the church, the world, and all 

according to their needs. A brief silence 

WA: O God, your light shines in the face of our brother, Jesus. Enliven the church's testimony about 

the grace and truth made known in his life, death, and resurrection. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

WA: O God, you speak in the immensity of space and the tiny detail of every grain of sand. We 

praise you for the creative joy evident in the wonder of life all around us. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

WA: O God, with holy delight you led your chosen people out of slavery into freedom. Bring 

freedom and peace to exiles, refugees, and those oppressed by harsh governments. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
WA: O God, you stretch out your merciful hand to heal the sick and shield those who are troubled. 

Touch all who are burdened Margie Swain, Debbie Hesselbacher, Cindy Fahr, Noah Milder, Roger 

Schamberger, Steve Gray, Shawn Smith, Mae Schultz,  Barb Wichman, Karen C., Allen, Rosemary 

Strong, Leon Strong, Carrie.  Comfort and encourage Eugene Becker and Esther Bergman.   Hear 

us, O God. C: Your mercy is great. 

WA: O God, you are the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow. Fill us with joyful hope in this new 

year, and guide us to have courage amid all the changes and chances of life. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

WA: O God, you are the hope of the saints, the light that filled their hearts, the love that never failed 

them. Comfort those who mourn, and in your time bring us to our eternal home. Hear us, O God.  

C: Your mercy is great. 

Pastor:  Hear the hopes and prayers of our hearts, O God, and magnify our joy at the birth of your 

Light among us, Jesus Christ our Savior. C: Amen. 
 

PEACE 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.                                 C: And also with you.                                                   

    Congregation may greet one another using these or similar words: Peace be with you. 

  Please be seated.  
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OFFERING                  
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church locally and throughout the world, including those in 

need.   We also offer up prayers to God as we offer ourselves (time, talents, gifts, and interests) to the 

Lord’s service and dedicate our lives to God’s work in the world.  During this time, the table is set. After 

the table is set, the offering is gathered & the anthem concludes, the acolyte walks out to the edge of the 

chancel steps to receive the offering from the ushers. 
 

Offering Hymn (sung during the offering) What Feast of Love   ELW #487 

 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 

Please stand 
 

Offering Prayer     (after acolyte presents offering at altar)    Please stand 

A:  Let us pray, Blessed are you, C: O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your 

goodness you have blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and 

dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him 

who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

DIALOGUE  

P: The Lord be with you.    C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts.    C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 
P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen  
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

We practice open Communion here — you don’t have to be a member to 

participate. All who share our belief that Jesus is present in his holy meal are 

welcome to receive the bread and cup. Children and adults who do not commune 

are invited to come forward to receive a special blessing. Holy Communion will be 

celebrated today using intinction (you will dip the wafer into the chalice of wine). 

The gold chalices have wine; the chrome chalices have grape juice.  You will be 

ushered down the center aisle and return to your pew by way of the side aisles.  If 

you wish to commune and are unable to come forward or need other assistance, 

please let an usher know so that we can serve you.                                                                                                                   

COMMUNION SONG (sung by all) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

11 

COMMUNION SONG   THE FIRST NOEL!               ELW#300 

 



 

12 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION A: We give you thanks, O God, that in this bread and cup of 

Christ's very life, you give us food for our journey. As you led the magi by a star, as you brought 

the holy family home again, guide us on the way unfolding before us.  Wherever we go, may our 

lives proclaim good news of great joy …in Jesus Christ our Lord. C: Amen 
 

BLESSING   P: Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, …bless you now and forever.                  

C: Amen.  

  

SENDING HYMN         Go Tell It On The Mountain           ELW#290 

    

DIMISSAL (from the back) 

A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.               C: Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE                  Tena Rackow 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 

Annual License #23771.  Hymns used by permission of One License #A-710151 or CCLI Christian Copyright Licensing, Inc. Lic. Number 
1563478 New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 

Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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LOMC and LYO presents…The Annual  

Northern Illinois Synod Jr. & Sr. High Ski Trip 
January 19, 2015 at Chestnut Mountain Resort, Galena, IL  

Arrival & Departure time can be between 9am & 9pm. Devotions time around 1:30pm                             

from the LYO Youth.  We will meet at Good Shepherd at 8am to carpool to for an awesome day in 

the beauty of God’s Creation!  It’ll be great!  Join us!  And bring a friend.  Make sure you have a 

2014/2015 Registration Form on file and also a Permission Slip for the event.  We’ll return by 10pm. 

Sign up by Sunday January 11th or call Pastor Miranda at 815-291-5793.   

We will need at least two loving adult volunteers to attend 

in order for us to go as a group. 
 

Annual Meeting on January 25, 2015 
Annual Reports are Due January 5, 2015 .Annual reports are required for each committee and 

organization of the congregation.  These reports are assembled and made available to the 

congregation members prior to the meeting.  The reports are the responsibility of the chairperson or 

offices.  We will be sending out the reports from last year for you to update your reports and turn 

them into the office by Monday, January 5, 2015.  If possible, please type up the report and email it 

in Word format to either gslchurch@aeroinc.net - GoodShepherdLena@outlook.com or 

gslc@goodshepherdlena.org  
 

Mystery Dinner 

Get your thinking caps on!   

 January 17
th

 will be a fun-filled evening of deciphering clues as to what is on the Mystery  

Supper Menu this year.  The supper will be a three course meal with appetizer, main dish, and 

dessert.  The fun will start at 5:50 pm in the fellowship hall at Good Shepherd with the selection 

of your meal for the evening.  Come and enjoy the adventure and fun. Sign up by January 11
th

 so 

that supplies may be purchased.  A good will donation will be taken to cover the cost of the meal 

and to help with the food.  Everyone is welcome to come and join in the fun and laughs as we 

enjoy a good meal.   Questions: contact Janis Kurth 
 

FAITH CIRCLE  

Will meet on Tuesday, January 6, 2015 at 1:00 pm at LLC. The Bible Study leader is                   

Rene’ Johnson. 
  

HANNAH CIRCLE  

Will meet on Thursday, January 8, 2015 at 9:00 am at Church in Fellowship Hall. There is no one 

hostess, we will have “Potluck.” Rene’ Johnson is the Bible Study leader.  
  

Women of the ELCA Board Meeting  

Wednesday, January 28, 2015 at 10:30 am, at Church in Fellowship Hall.  

  

Coffee Break at the Lena Mercantile 

Wed. Jan 7  at 2:00  Afternoon  Complimentary piece of pie and beverage.  Educational speaker.  

Sponsored by Lena Living Center.  RSVP-815-369-4561- Limited Seating 
 

mailto:GoodShepherdLena@outlook.com

