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December 22nd, 2019 at 9:30 am

Fourth Sunday of Advent

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
118 E. Mason, Lena, IL 61048
Phone # (815) 369-5552
Pastor Miho: (815) 821-9570
Email: GoodShepherdLena@outlook.com
Email: goodshepherdlc@mediacombb.net, Facebook: “GSLCLenaIL”
Website: www.GoodShepherdLena.org

Art by
Anna Patterson

Welcome to worship at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church.
We would like everyone to fill out the Friendship Pad at the end of the pews and pass it
along for all to fill out. Please also mark the names of all in the family who are receiving
Communion. If you are visiting, please include your address and phone number.
Nursery: Our nursery is located out the north entrance of the sanctuary.
Please feel free to use the nursery anytime during the service.
Children’s Worship Bulletins are available at both entrances.
We are delighted to have you.
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Today Isaiah prophesies that a young woman will bear a son and name him
Emmanuel. The gospel is Matthew’s account of the annunciation and birth of the
one named Emmanuel, God-with-us. During these final days of Advent we pray,
“O come, O come, Emmanuel,” a beloved hymn based on the O Antiphons,
ancient prayers appointed for the seven days preceding Christmas. On this final
Sunday of Advent we prepare to celebrate the birth of the one born to save us
from the power of sin and death.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
PRELUDE

Tena Rackow
Time for reflection in silence.

WELCOME
Assembly may stand.
CALL TO WORSHIP: ADVENT LITANY
L: Grace to you and peace from God, our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.
C: Amen.
L: Come let us go up to the mountain of the Lord
C: that we may walk in the paths of the Lord.
L: They shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks;
C: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war
anymore.
L: A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
C: and a branch shall grow out of its roots.
L: The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad;
C: the desert shall rejoice and blossom.
L: The dead are raised,
C: and the poor have good news brought to them.
L: Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
C: and they shall name him Emmanuel, which means, “God is with us.”
L: Prepare the way of the Lord;
C: make straight the paths of the Lord.
L: May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing,
C: so that we may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Source: ELCA World Hunger “Action Guide for the Congregation: Advent 2019”
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GATHERING HYMN

“LOVE DIVINE, ALL LOVES EXCELLING”
(verses 1 & 3)

ELW#631
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GREETING
ELW p. 98
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
KYRIE

“CANTICLE OF THE TURNING”
(verse 2)

ELW 723
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
A: Let us pray.
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.
C: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and
might, free us from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive
your promises, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.
Assembly may be seated.
LIGHTING THE FOURTH ADVENT CANDLE—LOVECANDLE
Each Sunday in Advent we light candles. Today we add love candle to remember that Jesus
was the embodied love of God who lived and lives among us. Let us light peace, joy, hope,
and loves candles to illuminate our hearts.
Youth: Let us pray. In the dark, do not fear. Always know that God is near. God is with you day
and night, in the dark and in the light. Thank you, Everlasting God, for the gift of love.
C: Amen.
CANDLE LIGHTING HYMN “LIGHT ONE CANDLE TO WATHCH FOR MESSIAH”
(verse 4)

ELW #240

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
FIRST READING: Isaiah 7:10-16
An Israelite and Aramean military coalition presented a serious threat to King Ahaz of Judah. In response,
Ahaz decided to secure his throne and kingdom by seeking Assyrian help. Isaiah reminds Ahaz that human
attempts to establish security will fail. The prophet gives the sign that is the only source of true safety:
Immanuel, God is with us!.

L: A reading from Isaiah.
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The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as
Sheol or high as heaven. 12But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the
test. 13Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary
mortals, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign.

6
Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel.
15
He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the
good. 16For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land
before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.”
L: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.
PSALMS: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 (The psalm will be chanted.)
1
Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph | like a flock;
shine forth, you that are enthroned up- | on the cherubim.
2
In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, | and Manasseh,
stir up your strength and | come to help us.
3
Restore | us, O God;
let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved.
4
O LORD| God of hosts,
how long will your anger fume when your | people pray?
5
You have fed them with the | bread of tears;
you have given them bowls of | tears to drink.
6
You have made us the derision | of our neighbors,
and our enemies laugh | us to scorn.
7
Restore us, O | God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved.
17
Let your hand be upon the one at | your right hand,
the one you have made so strong | for yourself.
18
And so will we never turn a- | way from you;
give us life, that we may call up- | on your name.
19
Restore us, O LORD| God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

“O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL”

ELW# 257

(verse 4)

GOSPEL: Matthew 1:18-25
Matthew’s story of Jesus’ birth focuses on the role of Joseph, who adopts the divinely-begotten child into
the family of David and obediently gives him the name Jesus, which means “God saves.”

P: The holy gospel according to Matthew. C: Glory to you, O Lord.
18

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had
been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child
from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to
expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had
resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son
of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is
from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will
save his people from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by
the Lord through the prophet: 23“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they
shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us” 24When Joseph awoke from
sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had
no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.
P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

8
HYMN OF THE DAY

“O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL”
(verses 5,6,7,& 8)

V5 O come, O Key of David,
come, and open
wide our heav'nly home;
make safe the way that leads on high,
and close the path to misery.
Refrain
Refrain
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to you, O Israel.

V6 O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer;
O Sun of justice, now draw near.
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and
death's dark shadow put to flight.
Refrain

ELW# 257

V7 O come, O King of nations, come,
O Cornerstone that binds in one:
refresh the hearts that long for you;
restore the broken, make us new.
Refrain
V8 O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.
Refrain

Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr.
composite
Text sts. 2, 6, 7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or
valid license from copyright administrator.

APOSTLES’ CREED
Please Stand
A: With the whole church, let us confess our faith in the words of Apostles’ Creed.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
THE PRAYERS
After each petition: WA: let us pray. C: Have mercy, O God.
WA: As we anticipate the fullness of the presence of Christ, we join with the church
throughout the world, praying for all who are in need.
A brief silence
WA: For the church universal and all servants of the gospel, for poets and artists, for musicians
and preachers, and for theologians and teachers; that all proclaim that God is with us in Christ,
let us pray.
C: Have mercy, O God.
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WA: For all plants and animals, seas and skies, snow and rain, and all of God’s marvels; that all
of creation grow and thrive as we bless, protect, and use with care what God has made, let us
pray.
C: Have mercy, O God.
WA: For the nations and those in authority, for peace and justice throughout the whole world,
and for those who advocate on behalf of others; that all in positions of leadership choose what is
good for the community, let us pray. C: Have mercy, O God.
WA: For the thirsty and hungry, the weak and fearful, those in childbirth, those who mourn,
and the sick. We pray especially for Bob and Lynn Lyvers, Dick Johnson, Delbert Scheider,
Jerry, Sheridan Brinker, Fern Harnish, Robin Cross, Connor Stadermann, Jaden, Jon
Forsythe, Brooke, Diane, Myron Coaty, Deb Lindeman Harder, Cindy Tessendorf, Randy,
Brian, Don Hoge, the Heimann family, Richard Gordon, Dave Heinkel, Janet, Paul Heller,
Lori, J.T., Dan and Sue White, Irene, Jeff and Deb, Paul Nelson, Ryse Stone, Carolyn, Harry
Perra Jr. Nicole, Meghan, and Vicar Mike Reibel, that they know Christ the Anointed One who
dries up every tear and comforts those who suffer. We ask your strength and courage and
blessing this week to Lois Paulsen, let us pray. C: Have mercy, O God.
WA: For those who travel near and far, for those who prepare our congregation for worship and
celebration, and for those who gather around word and sacrament; that all experience welcome
and refreshment let us pray. C: Have mercy, O God.
WA: In thanksgiving for the saints who have died and are now at rest; that the witness of their
faith point us to the promises of grace and resurrection in Christ, let us pray. C: Have mercy, O
God.
P: Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, those spoken aloud and those known only to
you, and grant us peace through Jesus Christ, our coming Savior. C: Amen.
PEACE
ELW p. 106
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. C: And also with you.
Please greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.
Assembly may be seated.
MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING
What is offering? Offering is our response to God’s blessings and abundant grace given to us.
Offerings can take various forms such as prayer, voices, time, fruit from the land, money, and being
the hands and feet of God’s works in the world. Give thanks to our Lord!
CHOIR ANTHEM

“SONG OF MARY, PURE AND LOVELY”
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OFFERING PRAYER
A: Let us pray.
C: God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and
with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need
until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
DIALOGUE
P: The Lord be with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

ELW p. 107
C: And also with you.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
C: It is right to give our thanks and
praise.

PREFACE
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
Sanctus
Tune Picardy (see ELW#490)
Holy, holy, Lord most holy, God of pow’r and God of might:
heav’n and earth reveal your glory. Hail, hosanna, Lord of light!
Blessed be the coming Savior. Hail, hosanna, Lord of light!
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

ELW p. 108

LORD'S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come now with joy to Emmanuel’s table. Feast at the banquet of hope and love.
We practice open Communion —Christ invites us to the table. All baptized Christians are welcome to partake
the body and blood of Jesus Christ. If you wish to receive a blessing, you may come forward. Holy Communion
will be celebrated by intinction (dip the bread into the chalice). The gold chalices have wine; the chrome
chalices have grape juice. You will be ushered down the center aisle and return to your pew by way of the side
aisles. If you need assistance, please let an usher know.

COMMUNION SONG “LAMB OF GOD” Tune JEG ER SÅ GLAD
1. O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;
you suffered death our lives to save: have mercy now, we pray.
2. O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mercy now, we pray.
3. O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;
eternal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we pray.

see ELW#271
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COMMUNION SONG

“OF THE FATHER’S LOVE BEGOTTEN”*

ELW#295

*our member’s favorite Christmas carol.

Assembly may remain seated.
POST COMMUNION BLESSING
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A: Let us pray.
God of abundance, we give you thanks that in this holy meal you have invited us to
feast with you and one another. May the taste of your love remain with us, and may
our words and our work in your name invite others into your bountiful grace. Send us
from your table to proclaim your presence, even as we await the glorious coming of
Christ our Savior.
C: Amen.
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SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
COMMUNITY CONCERNS & CELEBRATIONS
BLESSING
P: May God, who gathers us in love,
C: lead us in pathways of righteousness and justice.
P: May God, who knows us more deeply than we know ourselves,
C: lead us in pathways of forgiveness and freedom.
P: May God, who fills us with good things,
C: lead us in pathways of equity and abundance.
P: The blessing of the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, be upon us and remain with us forever.
C: Amen.
SENDING HYMN
“JOY TO THE WORLD”*
ELW#267

*
Our member’s favorite Christmas carol.
.
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DISMISSAL (from the back)
A: Go in peace. Christ is with you. C: Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Tena Rackow

Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
#23771 Hymns used by permission of One License #A-710151 or CCLI Christian Copyright Licensing, Inc. Lic. Number 11201031 New Revised Standard
Version Bible, copyright 989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Worship Assistants
Pastor Miho Yasukawa
Choir Director/Accomp: Janis Kurth and Tena Rackow
Pianist: Tena Rackow and Sarah Baker Organist: Karen Niemeier
Lector: Anna Patterson
Assisting Minister: Jay Andrews
Worship Assistant: Cora Hudik
Acolyte: Kayla Runkle
Greeters: Gene and Vivian Hesselbacher
Willie Kayser and Denny Luke
Ushers: Troy and Cindy Doubler
Bari Raymer and Beth Martin

Cantor: Janis Kurth
Communion Set-up: Beth Martin
Communion Assistant: Marybeth Brinker and Sheila Keene
Communion Ushers: Larry Fulfs and Andrew Martin
Sound System: Tim Gordon and open
Elevator Operator: Jean Engel

THIS WEEK AT GOOD SHEPHERD
Today:

December 22nd through December 29th, 2019

Worship Service - Fourth Sunday of Advent
Fellowship
Choir Practice
Chime Practice

9:30am
10:30am
11:00am
11:30am

Tuesday: Family Christmas Eve Service
Candlelight Service

5:00pm
7:30pm

Wednesday

9:30am

Christmas Day Worship Service-Carols through the Ages
Office closed – Merry Christmas

Next Sunday: Blue Christmas Worship Service
Fellowship

9:30 am
10:30am

Attendance: December 15th- 86
Total Offering 12/15/2019 - $1491.00 amount needed - $2643.61
An AED (defibrillator) is located on the wall in the Fellowship Hall in case of an emergency.
The device is designed to deliver calm, clear voice instructions precisely timed to the responder’s actions, guiding the
responder every step of the way. When the door is open an alarm goes off to alert others that there is an
emergency.

Go and Cheer!
We are your “grandparents” If you know upcoming games/meets/ concerts/etc in 2020, please let the
church office know!
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Christmas Worship Schedule
Tuesday Dec. 24 Family Christmas Eve Service (5:00pm);
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service (7:30pm)
Wednesday Dec. 25 Christmas Day Service—Carols Through the Ages (9:30am)
Sunday Dec. 29 Blue Christmas Service with blessing of the first responders (9:30am)
Sunday Jan. 5 Sing Out! Christmas Carols & Lessons (9:30am)
♪Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king♪
Devotion Books for 2020
January-March Christ in Our Homes and The Word in Season are here. Pick your copy today.
Thank you
Thank you to Darci, Kristy, Janis, Larry & Marilyn, Shirley, Piece Corps, Anna, Taylor, Karla, Virgil, Sue,
and Tim for helping with Lena Christmas Tour of Homes.

Poinsettias
In memory of family and friends, given by Karen Niemeier
In memory of loved ones, given by Wayne and Janis Kurth
In memory of William and Laura Derr, given by The Family of William and Laura Derr
In memory of Catharine and Glenn Wire, Ira and Nelda Wire,
given by Eleanor Stalder
In memory of Leland and Marjorie Wenzel, given by Bob and Sharon Nichols,
Brian and Jo Wenzel
In memory of loved ones, given by Donna Gullickson
In memory of Verl, Ethel, Stephen, Paul, Ruth, Betty, Satomi, and Pr. Larry, given
by Miho Yasukawa
In honor of Paul and Maren Nelson, Jane Nelson, Ann Patterson, given by Kristy,
Anna and Taylor Patterson
In memory of Steve Fahr, given by Cindy Fahr
In memory of William “Beach”, Haight Sr. Ruth and William “Bud” Haight,
Virginia and Ralph Mann, given by Lynne Haight
In memory of loved ones, given by Paul and Shirley Fox
In memory of Janell Gordon, given by Tim Gordon
In memory of Ruth and Earl Watson, Virgil and Lucille Diddens,
given by Sue and Curt Diddens family
In memory and honor of Grandparents, given by Troy, Sheila, and Krista Keene

