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December 15
th

 2013 at 9:30 am                      Third Sunday of Advent 

 GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
118 E. Mason, Lena, Il 61048 

Phone: (815) 369-5552  

Email: gslchurch@aeroinc.net 

Pastor Miranda: (651) 895-2879 & mirandaeh@hotmail.com 

Website: www.GoodShepherdLena.org 

Facebook: “GSLCLenaIL” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to worship at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

If you are visiting with us today, we want you to feel welcome 

and to know that we are delighted to have you here 
 

WELCOME!  We want you to be at ease - we won’t ask you to stand up and be recognized, but we’d 

love it if you would introduce yourself to Pastor Miranda and our greeters. 

We would like everyone to fill out the Friendship Pad at the end of the pews and pass it along for all 

to fill out. Please also mark the names of all in the family who are receiving Communion.  If you are 

visiting, please include your address and phone number. 

Nursery Children are always welcome at our worship services; however, if you desire, please feel free 

to use the nursery located out the north entrance of the sanctuary. 

We practice open Communion here — you don’t have to be a member to participate. All 

who share our belief that Jesus is present in his holy meal are welcome to receive the bread 

and cup. Children and adults who do not commune are invited to come forward to receive a 

special blessing. Holy Communion will be celebrated today using intinction (you will dip the 

wafer into the chalice of wine). The gold chalices have wine; the chrome chalices have grape 

juice.  You will be ushered down the center aisle and return to your pew by way of the side 

aisles.  If you wish to commune and are unable to come forward or need other assistance, please let an 

usher know so that we can serve you.                                                                                                                                   

mailto:gslchurch@aeroinc.net
mailto:mirandaeh@hotmail.com
http://www.goodshepherdlena.org/
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Pastor Pastor Miranda Klosterboer 

Secretary Darlene Barr  

Custodian  Taylor Bastian 

Missionaries to Tanzania Randy & Carol Stubbs Family                            

Pianists Tena Rackow, Sarah Baker           

Organist Karen Niemeier                                                      

Choir Dir. / accomp. Janis Kurth / Marion Fahr 

Lector Shirley Fox 

Acolyte  Taylor Patterson  

Assisting Minister Sheila Keene 

Worship Assistant Sue Diddens 

Communion Ushers Bill and Jean Engel 

Communion Assistants Troy and Cindy Doubler 

Friendly Mugger  Sharon Schlachter 

Sound System Jay Andrews, Wayne Kurth  

Greeters Rita Lobdell, Willie Kayser 

Ushers Jim Swain, Willie Kayser, Bob and Sharon Schlachter 

Communion Set-up Beth Martin 

THIS WEEK AT GOOD SHEPHERD                          December 15
th

 thru December 22
nd

 2013 
Today   Worship with Holy Communion            9:30 am 

  Preschool & Kindergarten Sunday School after Children’s Messagej 

  Fellowship                                                                                            10:30 am 

  Sunday School Opening in Sanctuary (Preshool-6
th

 grade)                 10:45 am 

  Sunday School (Small Groups 1
st
 -6

th
 grade)        11:00 am 

  Lena Living Center Worship Service      2:30 pm 

Choir Practice            11:00 am 

Monday Finance Committee Meeting       6:00 pm 

Tuesday Pastor Miranda at Friendship Center Christmas Celebration    12:00 pm 

  Confirmation Class          3:30 pm 

Wednesday "Piece Corps" Quilting Group                                                                 8:00 am-11:30 am 

  After School Program for 4
th

-8
th

 graders @The Hangout                 3:30 pm-5:00 pm 

  Youth Night for 7
th

-12
th

 Graders: Christmas Party    7:00 pm 

Thursday Lena Living Center Christmas Party      2:00 pm 

Saturday Christmas Program Rehearsal       9:30 am-11:30 am 

Next Sunday  Worship with Holy Communion/Christmas Program          9:30 am 

  Preschool & Kindergarten Sunday School after Children’s Message  

  Fellowship for all ages with Christmas Cookies                10:30 am 

  Choir Practice                         11:00 am 

  Chime Practice        5:00 pm 
Worship Attendance December 8 was 66 

Total Offering for December 8, 2013: $1,824.00 

Amount needed to meet budget: $4,450.00 

                 Request for Prayer List: Please call the Church @ 815-369- 5552 or Pastor Miranda @ 651-895-2879  
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– ORDER OF WORSHIP - ELW SETTING 3 

PRELUDE                               Karen Niemeier 
 

Announcements & Community Concerns 

 

ADVENT HYMN             O Come, O Come Emmanuel  (Verse 1)           ELW#257 

 
 

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH                

One of the best known customs for the season is the Advent wreath. The wreath and winter 

candle-lighting in the midst of growing darkness strengthen some of the Advent images found in 

the Bible. The unbroken circle of greens is clearly an image of everlasting life, a victory wreath, 

the crown of Christ, or the wheel of time itself. Christians use the wreath as a sign that Christ 

reaches into our time to lead us to the light of everlasting life. The four candles mark the 

progress of the four weeks of Advent and the growth of light. Sometimes the wreath is 

embellished with natural dried flowers or fruit. Its evergreen branches lead the household and 

the congregation to the evergreen Christmas tree. In many homes, the family gathers for prayer 

around the wreath. 
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Prayer for the Third Sunday in Advent: (Read as first candle is lit) 
Litany 

L1: At every beginning there is a yearning for the one who is coming. O Emmanuel, 

C: Open us up to your coming. 

L2: We gather together to allow our deeply held hopes to be reshaped by God's promises. 

O Emmanuel, 

C: Open us up to your coming. 

L1: We wait for the day when God will make for us a future that is no longer predicated on our 

fear. O Emmanuel, 

C: Open us up to your coming. 

L2: We find a new receptivity within us that desires God's will over our own will and relies on 

God's justice and mercy to accomplish it. O Emmanuel, 

C: Open us up to your coming. 

L1: Jesus, we welcome your presence now with the lighting of these candles, whose flames 

bring warmth to winter and fill this place with the glow of hope. 

Amen. 

Hymn                  O Come, O Come Emmanuel     (Verse 4)                           ELW# 257                        

O come, O Branch of Jesse, free your own from Satan's tyranny; from depths of hell your people 

save, and give them vict'ry o'er the grave.   

Refrain  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

 

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  (Please stand)                                                 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, our life, our mercy, our might. 

C: Amen. 

 

P: As we await the day of the Lord, let us confess our sin. 

 Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Great and Holy One,      

C: in this time of waning daylight, we confess the shadows of sin in our lives.  We build 

ourselves up at the expense of others.  We rely on our own efforts to make our lives secure.  

Yet you, O Lord, are the potter, and we are the clay.  Come to restore us in your image,  

remake us into your people, and rebuild what sin has broken, that we and the whole 

creation may rejoice. Amen. 

 

P: Fear not, people of God: the Almighty has done great things for us. God casts away our sin 

from us and makes of us a new creation.  In + Jesus Christ, God comes to set you free.  Take 

heart in the tender compassion of our God. 

C: Amen. 
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KYRIE           ELW #138  

 
GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the   Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

C: And also with you.   

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A: Let us pray. 

C: Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in your 

coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen.                                                                                                
Please be seated                     
 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE! 
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L: The 1
st
 READING is from Isaiah 35:1–10 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the 

crocus 
2
it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon 

shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, 

the majesty of our God. 
3
Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. 

4
Say to 

those who are of a fearful heart, "Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with 

vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you." 
5
Then the eyes of the blind 

shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
6
then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the 

tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams 

in the desert; 
7
the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; 

the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
8
A highway 

shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it,  

but it shall be for God's people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 
9
No lion shall be 

there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed 

shall walk there. 
10

And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with singing; 

everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, 

and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. The word of the Lord.   

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 146:5–10 (read responsively)  
5
Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, whose hope is in the LORD their 

God; 
6
who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; who keeps promises forever; 

7
who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger. The LORD sets 

the captive free. 
8
The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 

  the LORD loves the righteous.    
9
The LORD cares for the stranger; the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the 

way of the wicked. 
10

The LORD shall reign forever, your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah! 

   

 

L: The 2
nd

 READING is from James 5:7–10 
7
Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious 

crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. 
8
You also 

must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 
9
Beloved, do not 

grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the 

doors! 
10

As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the 

name of the Lord. The word of the Lord.  

C: Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION        

 
 

P: THE HOLY GOSPEL according to Matthew 11:2–11 

C: Glory to you, O Lord.  
2
When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 

3
and said 

to him, "Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?" 
4
Jesus answered them, 

"Go and tell John what you hear and see: 
5
the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers 

are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 
6
And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me." 

7
As they went away, Jesus began to speak 

to the crowds about John: "What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by 

the wind? 
8
What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who 

wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 
9
What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell 

you, and more than a prophet. 
10

This is the one about whom it is written, 'See, I am sending my 

messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.' 
11

Truly I tell you, among those 

born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of 

heaven is greater than he. The gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Please be seated   

 

SERMON                                                              Pastor Miranda Klosterboer       
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HYMN OF THE DAY        Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn           ELW#242  

 

 

 

APOSTLES CREED Please Stand 
A: God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and 

hope, we confess our faith. 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried; he descended to the dead.   On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 

heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 

and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
WA: In hope and anticipation, we pray for the church, those in need, and all of God's creation. 

A brief silence. 
 
WA Stir up in our hearts an eagerness for your coming. Grant us patience in our waiting, and while 

we wait, strengthen us to persevere in ways of justice and righteousness. Hear us, O God.           

C: Your mercy is great. 
 
WA: In this season, nurture dry and dormant lands so that they will blossom in the coming months. 

Spread your abundance throughout all lands, that every living thing may be filled. Hear us, O 

God. C: Your mercy is great. 
 

WA: Draw near to all who are oppressed or neglected. Lift up all who are cast down. Deliver those 

in the captivity of loneliness and poverty into your freedom. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is 

great. 
 
WA: Strengthen those who are made weak by the heavy burdens that they carry especially     

Margie Swain, Bob Lyvers, Evelyn Hutmacher, Lois Paulsen, Taylor Bastian, Maddy, Eric, 

Emmerson and Parker. Surround them with messengers who announce your presence with them. 

Comfort and encourage Ruth Pieper, Dorothy Wagner.  Hear us, O God.  C: Your mercy is 

great. 
 

WA: Raise the expectations of all who seek you in this season. Turn us from material things, and 

open us to a life full of healing and renewal, where all people receive good news. Hear us, O 

God. C: Your mercy is great. 
 

WA: Remembering the saints who have entered into your eternal reign, sustain us through their 

witness to your everlasting faithfulness until we are united in the fullness of your kingdom. Hear 

us, O God. C: Your mercy is great. 
 

Pastor: Almighty God, we entrust to you all for whom we pray, confident that you fulfill your 

promises through Christ our Savior and Lord. C: Amen. 
 

PEACE 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.                               C: And also with you.                                                   

    Congregation may greet one another using these or similar words: Peace be with you.  

Please be seated.  
       

 

OFFERING          Karen Niemeier  

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church locally and throughout the world, including 

those in need.  We also offer up prayers to God as we offer ourselves (time, talents, gifts, and 

interests) to the Lord’s service and dedicate our lives to God’s work in the world.  During this 

time, the table is set. After the table is set, the offering is gathered & the anthem concludes, the 

acolyte walks out to the edge of the chancel steps to receive the offering from the ushers.  
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OFFERING PRAYER     (after acolyte presents offering at altar)  

Please stand 

A: Let us pray.  God of abundance,  

C: Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your 

whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know 

your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. Amen 

 

DIALOGUE 

  
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: On the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus…  

 

LORD'S PRAYER 
P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever.  Amen  
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION                                                  Karen Niemeier 
 

TABLE BLESSING:  

P: The Body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.    

C: Amen 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   
A: God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will be 

fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of 

your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  C: Amen 
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BLESSING   
P: The God of hope, through Christ our peace, in the power of the Holy Spirit, + bless you now and 

forever.  C: Amen. 
    

        

SENDING HYMN                Joy to the World         ELW#267   

 
DIMISSAL (from back)     

A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.         C: Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE             Karen Niemeier       

 

 

 

Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 

Annual License #23771.  Hymns used by permission of One License #A-710151 or CCLI Christian Copyright Licensing, Inc. Lic. Number 1563478 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved 
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Christmas Party and White Elephant Gift Exchange for 7
th

-12
th

 Graders 

Youth Group Nights at Good Shepherd!   

Next Youth Night: This Wednesday at 7pm Bring a snack to share and a small wrapped gift 

(something you have that you don’t want anymore… or something less than $2). 7th-12th 

graders, come join in the Fun and Connection on Wednesday nights at 7pm! Prayer, Games, and 

Conversation.  Let’s grow together!  Feel free to invite friends!  Who will you invite?   

 

Christmas Program at Good Shepherd 

Next Sunday December 22
nd

 2013 at 9:30am 

Join us for a festive worship service led by our children and youth!  We will hear the life-

changing story of Jesus’ birth, of God coming to earth.  The children will lead us in song and 

actions.  There will be special music from our children and youth.  We will have congregational 

hymns, and we will hear and see the story unfold. Join us on December 22
nd

! 

Attention Families and volunteers: The Christmas Program 

Rehearsal will be on December 21
st
 from 9:30am-11:30am 

 

3
rd

-5
th

Grade Youth: Retreat at Camp! 

Fun, Worship, Team Building, Hiking, Games:  

at LOMC’s Winter Retreat for 3
rd

-5
th

 graders  

Dates: Friday and Saturday January 10
th

- 11
th

.  Time: Begins Friday at 7 PM and ends Saturday at 

4 PM.  We will meet to drive to the Lutheran Outdoor Ministry Center (LOMC) at 5:45pm and 

return by 5pm Saturday.  Cost is $67.00 per person which includes snack on Friday, two meals 

on Saturday and lodging in our retreat villages.  Good Shepherd will pay$22.00 of the 

registration fee. A sign-up sheet and release forms are available. Please sign up by January 5
th

 if 

you are interested in going. 

 

Celebrate Giving with ELCA GOOD GIFTS 
 Make a difference in the world as you give gifts to loved ones this Christmas.  In lieu of 

traditional gifts, consider supporting meaningful projects of the ELCA in honor of friends and 

loved ones through ELCA Good Gifts.  Honor friends and loved ones with gifts that grow the 

church, fight hunger, and transform lives.  You can buy a chicken that will provide eggs and 

income, you can support a missionary, support a church plant, buy a well or a portion of a well, 

and so much more.  Consider creating a new family tradition!  Maybe you can decide to go in 

together and choose 

 

LENA LIVING CENTER (LLC) DECEMBER BIRTHDAY PARTY 

Thursday, December 19, 2013 from 2:00 pm to 3:00 pm, hosted by Faith and Hannah Circles. 

We will provide birthday gifts, bring treats and wish Happy Birthday to some very special 

people. Please join us for fun and fellowship in sharing Christ’s love.  

Circle members are asked to bring 2 dozen cookies to share with the residents. Contact Rene’ 

Johnson at (815) 369-2818 if you have any questions, need a ride, or to have your cookie 

donation picked-up. We will meet at 1:45 pm at the LLC to set-up for the party.  
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Join us for Christmas Eve Worship Services 

Join us on Tuesday December 24
th

 at Good Shepherd as we celebrate Christmas Eve 

Candlelight worship with Holy Communion at 5:00 pm and 7:30 pm.  Christmas Eve worship 

will include special music, choir anthems, the singing of beloved Christmas hymns, children’s 

message, brass choir, readings from the Gospel of Luke,  

and Pastor Miranda Klosterboer will share the evening message.  

  

Lena Area Church Cooperative News 

Today is the due date to return your gift(s) for The Angel Tree.  The gifts will be gathered today 

right after service and preparation will be made for distribution that will begin tomorrow.  Make 

sure that if you have multiple packages that they are all marked or tied together, and be sure and 

put the angel on the top.  Thank you so much for participating! Mary Lloyd.  

To see an angel, you must see another’s soul. To feel an angel, you must touch another’s heart. 

To hear an angel, you must listen to both. –Unknown. 

No One Eats Alone – 2013 

Coach’s Golf & Grill 621 West Lena Street Lena, IL 

Holiday Dinner for residents of Lena, Winslow & McConnell Monday, December 23th 2013. 

Serving from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm at Coach’s Golf & Grill 621 West Lena Street                       

Lena, IL 61048, Telephone: 815.369.2222 

No one should eat alone this holiday season. This event is specifically intended for those either 

not having family, friends nearby or having troubled times. Bring a neighbor or friend that could 

otherwise not make it for lunch. 

 

Worship Volunteers 
We are setting up the Worship Volunteer schedule for the new year starting February 2014.  If 

you are interested in assisting in any capacity with the services, please contact the office or put a 

note in with your offering.  New volunteers are welcome!  If you have been signed up to do 

something in the past, you will stay on the list unless you request to be taken off.  We are 

looking for people to do all tasks, such as: Lector, Assisting Minister, Worship Assistant, 

Communion Ushers, Communion Set-up and Clean-up, Communion Assistants, Greeters, 

Ushers, Special Music, Sound System, Video Camera Operators, and Power Point Operators for 

the new screens.  We would like to thank all the volunteers who have helped in the past.  You 

make this church work and we really appreciate it!  Watch for a special training coming up in 

January for new Sound, Video, and Power Point volunteers.  Come join the fun!  
  

Annual Meeting on February 9
th

 2014 

Annual Reports are Due January 6, 2014 .Annual reports are required for each committee and 

organization of the congregation.  These reports are assembled and made available to the 

congregation members prior to the meeting.  The reports are the responsibility of the chairperson 

or offices.  We will be sending out the reports from last year for you to update your reports and 

turn them into the office by Monday, January 6, 2014.  If possible, please type up the report and 

email it to gslchurch@aeroinc.net in Word format.        


