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22

First Sunday of Christmas
Luke 2:22

When the time came for their purification according to the law of
Moses, [ Joseph and Mary] brought [ Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present
him to the Lord
To listen to the service, please turn your radio to

FM 88.9
Thank you for joining our service today.

Order of Worship

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
Prelude
Welcome
Call to worship Isaiah 60:10-11
10
I will greatly rejoice in the Lord,
my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
11
For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise
to spring up before all the nations.
Opening Prayer
Let us pray. (A brief silence)
Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of
human nature and yet more wonderfully restored it. In your
mercy, let us share the divine life of the one who came to
share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
Amen.
Hymn

“Angels, from the Realms of Glory “ ELW #275
Hymn will be played. You may hum along..

Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
Gospel Luke 2:22-40
22
When the time came for their purification according to the law
of Moses, [Joseph and Mary] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to
present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the law of the Lord,
“Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”),
24
and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the
law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.”
25
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon;
this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26It had
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see
death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27Guided by the
Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents
brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary
under the law, 28Simeon took him in his arms and praised God,
saying, 29“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,
according to your word;30for my eyes have seen your
salvation,31which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your
people Israel.” 33And the child’s father and mother were amazed
at what was being said about him. 34Then Simeon blessed them
and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling
and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be
opposed 35so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—
and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 36There was also a
prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She
was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years
after her marriage, 37then as a widow to the age of eighty-four.
She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and
prayer night and day. 38At that moment she came, and began to
praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking
for the redemption of Jerusalem. 39When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to
their own town of Nazareth. 40The child grew and became strong,
filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.
L: Word of God, word of life. C: Thanks be to God.

Message

Hymn

“What Child Is This ”

ELW #296

Prayer

L: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.
Leader will lead the prayer.

We lift our prayers for
Lynn Lyvers, Dick Johnson, Delbert Scheider, Jerry, Sheridan
Brinker, Fern Harnish, Lois Paulsen, Taylor B., Gene Hesselbacher, Lisa
Wienand, Connor Stadermann, Jaden, Brooke, Jon Forsythe, Diane, Randy,
Brian, Deb Lindeman Harder, Paul Heller, Dave Heinkel, Cindy
Tessendorf, the Heimann Family, Janet, Lori, J.T., Dan and Sue White,
Ryse Stone, Harry Perra Jr, Nicole, Meghan, Kelly Thurman, Tom, Brian
Gobeli, John, Jerred, Bronwein, Matt and Julie, Susan Anderson, Chuck,
Joyce, Marcia, Deb, Mary Gerbode, Terri, Carla, Tina, Julie, Karla, J.T.,
Annie, Jamie, Penny Day, Crystal, Jesse Becke, Sue, Pastor Art Stees, Carl
Watson, Tina Diddens Tana, Katie, Christian, Anna, Abby and Lena
Living Center. We pray for those serving overseas, especially Kyle.
We life first responders in our prayer. Thank you for their work to
bring hope and healing in crisis moments, to keep our community safe, and to
provide comfort . We ask you to bless them and their family.
Prayer will conclude with the Lord’s Prayer.

Sending
God bless us and sends us in mission to the world.

Blessing and Dismissal
P: May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the determination of the magi, and the peace of the Christ Child. Almighty
God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
P: Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. Thanks be to God
Postlude

“Cold December Flies Away”

ELW #299

